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Instead, God seeks the freeing up of our personalities
so we may enjoy doing Godys will as
the ugood and acceptable and perfect" way to live.

Lome and Lois Ruegg

If suitcases could talk, Lome and
were actively involved in their home congreLois Ruegg's luggage would speak of
gation at Bertie Brethren in Christ as treasurmany destination points—most of them
er and deacon and spouse, as well as working
in the ministry of Brethren in Christ
numerous years in elementary education in
World Missions, Mennonite Central Committee
the secular school system.
(MCC), or one of our North American conferences.
Once again the church called when Camp Kahquah
The list of locations is long. For Lome the first
in Canada's near north required a manager. Would Lois
work assignment was in Mississippi way back in 1950,
and Lome consider the challenge? They did, providing
serving with MCC in community development and pubseveral years of dedicated leadership to adult, youth and
lic health ("We installed privies," he says!). Courtship,
children in camping ministry.
begun during Niagara Christian College days, continued
The list goes on . . . summer camping ministries
during this time while Lois secured a teaching certificate
with the Canadian Conference ("We've lost track of how
in Ontario. Following marriage, Lome also entered the
many"), a short term in Zambia to tutor children of misfield of elementary education.
sionaries, half a year at the Navajo Mission, and several
It looked as though it could be a classroom setting
months at Upland Manor. Those bags, by now loaded
for both Lois and Lome for years to come. But the Lord
with travel stickers and looking quite battered, were
called, suitcases were packed, and they headed off to
often called into service and away they went.
Jordan, again with MCC, for ministry to Palestinian
Our travelogue concludes with Lois and Lome currefugees. Following four years of exemplary service and
rently serving as hosts at Youngways Guest House in
the adoption of their older daughBulawayo, Zimbabwe. You'd
ter, they returned to Canada to
think they were rich, or else
serve for several years at Niagara
how could they afford all this
"Special People" profiles a
Christian College.
travel and donation of time to
wide variety of Brethren in
Before very long, however,
the Lord and the church? Yet,
Christ members of all ages and
from all walks of life.
it was impossible to resist the
those travelworn bags don't
mission board's request for teachsuggest wealth. Rather they
You are invited to submit a
ers in Zambia. So, once again the
tell a story of people who
short article about some "Spebags were packed—more this
cial Person" you would like to
think it is more important to
introduce to Visitor readers.
time because there were three
give than to receive, to serve
Articles should be typewritten,
children who needed their own
than to be served, the story of
preferably 300-400 words, and
suitcases. The Zambian sojourn
ordinary
people serving an
must have the approval of the
provided good years of fulfilling
extraordinary God.
person being profiled. If your
ministry. Surely now was the
article is accepted for publicatime to return to Ontario and
tion, we will contact you to
secure a photo for publication
This article was written by Erma
begin to build the pension fund
(which
will
be
returned).
Sider,
a Canadian who has known the
for retirement years?
Rueggsfor many years. She recently
During the interim years
Mail your article to
moved to Pennsylvania with her husbetween stints of cross-cultural or
Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box
band, Harvey Sider (Moderator of the
other ministries, Lome and Lois
166, Nappanee, IN 46550.
Brethren in Christ Church).
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matters
most
by Luke Keefer, Jr.

Adapted from Everything Necessary: God's Provision for the
Holy Life, published by Evangel Publishing House. The author is
a member of the Ashland (Ohio) Brethren in Christ Church and is
on the faculty of the Ashland Theological Seminary. Part I of the
article appeared in the February 1993 Evangelical Visitor.
Evangelical Visitor

The author concluded Part I of this two-part article by noting that
many Christians refuse to acknowledge God's lordship over
their entire life. Before Israel entered into Canaan they were to
consecrate themselves and prepare to follow the ark of the
"Lord of all the earth." Everything won in battle was to be dedicated to the Lord. Achan, however, saw some things he wanted
for himself and consequently was cut off from the promised land.
Many others compromised with the pagan inhabitants of Palestine and also lost their inheritance. Finally, the nation as a
whole was driven into exile from the promised land because they
failed to dedicate themselves exclusively to the ways of Jehovah.
The exact opposite of Israel was the example of Jesus Christ. From the
manger to the cross, his constant motto was "Thy will be done!"
He did not even consider his life as his own, but he laid it down
in order to accomplish the Father's will. Nor did he object to the
shame and suffering which accompanied his death. In his pattern of obedience, Jesus set the example of true consecration.
Here, as in all things, we are called to imitate his example.

G

RANTED that

God is deserving the full consecration
of our lives, what principles guide the manner of
consecration acceptable to God? Three aspects seem
worthy of consideration.

The content of consecration
First, life as a whole must be consecrated to God. One
of the great temptations for the Christian is to divide life
into sacred and secular compartments. God's rule is
acknowledged in the former area, but exempted from the
latter. There is something of the feeling that, having paid
our dues in certain religious categories, we are entitled to
run other aspects of life according to personal desires.
For example, some feel that the observance of the Lord's
day is a sufficient acknowledgment of God's lordship
over time; the other six days of the week are strictly their
own affair. Again, many feel that giving their tithe fulfills the obligation of the stewardship of resources. How
they earn their income (their business ethics) or how
they spend what remains after tithes and taxes doesn't
seem to them to be a spiritual issue. By the same sort of
reasoning they manage to exclude God from questions of
leisure activities and a host of other issues in life.
As the Old Testament law addressed every area of
life, so also the New Testament directs us to do everything to the glory of God (Col. 3:17). If we note the biblical injunctions to godly living, we will discover something of a pattern that includes civic responsibilities,
family relationships, work and economic concerns, and
church life (Eph. 4:21-6:9; Col. 3:18-4:6; 1 Peter 2:113:8). The lordship of Christ was extended to all areas of
life.
Down through the centuries of the Christian faith, the
Christians who were exemplary were those who underMarch 1993

stood consecration as involving all of life. This was true
of the monastic movement at its best. It was also true of
the Anabaptists, the Puritans, the Pietists, the early
Methodists, and many others. In fact, wherever the
church has experienced a revival of biblical Christianity,
this understanding of total consecration has always come
into focus.
Secondly, consecration means that kingdom values
take priority over other concerns. In Matthew 6 Jesus
recognized that humans need food, clothing, and shelter,
but he placed a higher value upon the kingdom of God
and the righteousness belonging to it. Comfort needs are
not the ultimate issues in life; meaning and purpose in
life are not to be found in them. One should not seek
these things by any means and at all costs. The same
holds true of many other things which the Gentiles (here
used in the sense of the ungodly) seek—wealth, power,
popularity, and all that belongs to the so-called "good
life."
Consecration, in this sense, affects many practical
decisions in life. One would resist the offer of a college
education at government expense in exchange for military service, because the biblical values of love and
respect for God-given life are ultimate concerns, while
an academic degree is not. Vocational choices would
also be made with the kingdom in view. There are jobs
that pay well which no Christian in good conscience
could hold. In regard to the day of worship, one might
refuse a job requiring work on Sunday and take another
one which makes regular church participation possible.
In regard to the important area of Christian family life,
one might avoid jobs which do not allow enough time at
home. Many Christian families ought to resist full-time
employment of both parents. The souls of our children

Consecration involves giving ourselves as "living sacrifices." God is
interested in the surrender of our
selves to him more than the things
which we consecrate to his use.

are a kingdom priority, but many are sacrificing their
children on the pagan altar of materialism.

sons and daughters who are motivated by love for the
Father.

Kingdom values call us as Christians to the simple
lifestyle. As followers of the lowly Nazarene who carried his entire wardrobe on his person, had no home to
call his own, and rarely enjoyed even the travel convenience of a donkey, how dare we invest thousands of
dollars in clothing, live in palatial homes, and cram our
driveways with expensive cars? It might be true that our
income makes such things possible, but that is subChristian ethics. While people starve, shiver in the cold,
and die from diseases that can be prevented, we can
never be consecrated to God's kingdom above all else
and live in such selfish indulgence.

The lack of true consecration is manifested in reluctant, tardy, and intermittent obedience. There is a human
reluctance to make long-term commitments to another.
We are afraid of another getting control of our innermost
being. We want to reserve for ourselves veto power over
all decisions. We want to bargain our obedience and
measure out our service, especially if costly sacrifice is
involved. When Jesus stands across our pathway and
says, "Follow me," we find it frightening to make an
open-ended commitment to follow. It is not just a question of putting a five dollar bill into the offering plate or
giving a week of my time to help the victims of a natural
disaster. It is signing over the rights of my life to God for
all of the unknown future—a sacrifice of my whole life.
It means that I renounce my selfish claim to control the
destiny of my life and accept Jesus as my master. It is to
bring the will of God from the margin of my life to the
center of it. Jesus said the issues of life flow out of the
heart (Matt. 12:33-37; cf. Prov. 4:23). Our lives will
never be true living sacrifices until Christ is Lord over
our innermost self. Consecration plainly involves the
cross—the death to the natural (self-centered) approach
to life—and the resurrection to the Christ-centered way
of living.

If the spirit of consecration to kingdom values were to
flourish, then many would follow the example of C. T.
Studd, missionary to three different continents. When
this popular cricket player in England was converted in a
D. L. Moody evangelistic campaign, he not only gave up
his athletic career; he also gave away his vast family
inheritance lest it hinder him from following God's call
upon his life. Others would imitate John Wesley, who
believed that God's blessing in material things was
designed to make you a benefactor of the needy. Having
learned what it took to live frugally, he lived on that
amount year after year. Instead of improving his living
standard as his income increased, he took the opportunity to give away more each year.
Thirdly, consecration involves giving ourselves as
"living sacrifices" (Rom. 12:1-2). God is interested in
the surrender of our selves to him more than the things
which we consecrate to his use. King David of old
learned that it was not burnt offerings and sacrifices that
God required. Rather, God delighted in a spirit of brokenness and contriteness of heart (Ps. 51:16-17). For if
our hearts are captive to the lordship of Christ, then the
total resources of our lives are at God's disposal as well.
God does not want our service to be forced from us, like
the reluctant compliance one could get by threatening a
slave with punishment. Our obedience is to be that of

Yet for all this, our fears of consecration are frequently unfounded. We have never found another human that
we could trust to be absolute lord over our very being.
We project our image of others onto God and fear that he
will be a despotic master, ordering us to do things we
would rather not do, just to prove his right to our complete obedience. At least that was a very real fear in my
life for a time. I feared that what I enjoyed doing, God
would certainly ask me to forgo, while whatever seemed
like a fearsome task would certainly become a divine
requirement. It is not hard to imagine how such perceptions of God make consecration a difficult issue.
The consecration God calls us to, however, is to be a
"living" sacrifice. It fits the aptitudes and interests we
Evangelical Visitor

The consecration God calls us to
is to be a "living" sacrifice. It fits
the aptitudes and interests we have
in life. It is in keeping with our
individual personalities.

have in life. It is in keeping with our individual personalities. Thus, as we read on in Romans 12 (vv. 3-8), we
notice that the service we are to render to God is in keeping with God-given gifts, whether prophecy, teaching,
financial contributions, or the care of the needy. God
does not intend to fit us into unnatural modes of service
which would destroy our spirit and make life a dreary
affair. Instead, God seeks the freeing up of our personalities so we may enjoy doing God's will as the "good and
acceptable and perfect" way to live (Rom. 12:2 RSV).

Is consecration an act or an attitude?
Some talk of consecration as a definite spiritual experience when they surrendered themselves to God's will
for their lives. Others see consecration as an attitude that
expresses itself in repeated decisions to do God's will in
their life. Which is right? Actually, both are correct.
Consecration is in this respect much like marriage. There
comes a moment in a relationship when two people are
willing to formally bind themselves to the will of the
other. Yet that commitment will be fleshed out in the
countless situations of life requiring new and deeper
commitments to each other. The two aspects of commitment complement each other.
Consecration in the spiritual realm is the same. It is a
definite act in that, somewhere in a person's Christian
pilgrimage, there must be the definite commitment to the
claims of Christ as Lord. One does not know what all
that will mean in the indeterminate future, but it is a predetermination of the heart to follow God's will, however
he directs.
In places where Christians are persecuted, the tendency of converts is to make such commitments from the
beginning of their Christian life. Where one finds the
phenomenon of childhood conversions, or where the cultural pressures are conducive to Christian professions of
faith, there is less of this understanding of consecration
at the initial stages of Christian experience. When these
converts reach adolescence (either physically or spiritually defined), they tend to wrestle with the sharply
March 1993

focused demands of discipleship. Many of them experience a meaningful act of consecration at that point, in
which they accept the full responsibility to be a disciple
of Jesus Christ.
Beyond the decisive act of consecration, however,
there is a constant dimension to consecration in the
entirety of the Christian life. Experience deepens one's
commitment to the Lord and brings increasing stability
to one's discipleship. Increased knowledge of God's will
for his people requires that we extend the limits of consecration to include new steps of obedience. Certain situations requires us to suffer with and for our Lord; again
our commitment must stretch to say, "Lord, even in this,
thy will be done." Our resources might increase, and our
sense of stewardship must grow with it. Our vocational
roles may change, bringing greater influence to our lives;
we will need to have increased carefulness that God
would fashion that influence for good.
Both in the initial commitment to discipleship and in
the constant attitude that must characterize it, consecration is that acknowledgement that only one Name
deserves to be the center of our life. Only the God of
Calvary, who gave us his all, has the right to ask in
return that we give him our all. God, alone, is a cause
sufficient for the investment of one's entire life. Consecration writes the name of God over all of life and says,
"Amen!"

Hurricane Andrew:

How well did we do?
by Helen Johns
"Keep it in front of the people."
That was the response of Ethan
Gramm, pastor of the Holden Park
congregation, when the Visitor asked
him what the Brethren in Christ need
to know about Hurricane Andrew six
to seven months later. (The hurricane
struck the Miami area August 24,
1992.) We don't dare forget that the
damage and disruption of lives was
widespread, Gramm stressed; the
effects will be felt years from now.

•

Eduardo Llanes, Miami area
Brethren in Christ pastor who coordinated disbursal of Brethren in Christ
relief goods and money, looked back
on the past several months. The local
Baptist hospital asked the Kendall
congregation to vacate their rented
space for a significant period of time.
The facility, not damaged, became a
drop-off station for relief goods. Now
that they are "back in the chapel,
things are not going very well." But,
Llanes hinted, that is another story.
In the immediate aftermath of the
hurricane, Llanes became contact person for the Brethren in Christ who
wanted to help. Because telephone
connections were still intact (cables
were underground), the Llanes and
the Gramms talked often. Llanes
called for bottled water, paper plates
and towels, diapers, canned goods,
flashlights and batteries—anything
that would help feed people and care
for personal needs that required neither water nor electricity. The hurricane struck on Monday, and by
Thursday Gramm and helpers transported $1,000 worth of goods to one
of the homes in the Miami area. The
money for the shopping spree came
from three sources: the Southeast
8

Regional Conference Board for Ministries, Gramm's congregation, and
two other Florida congregations.
Meanwhile, in Pennsylvania, Don
McClure of the Chambersburg congregation, himself a former disaster
victim, and Pastor Doug Kelchner
mobilized the S-l district Brethren in
Christ churches into an effort which,
in Kelchner's words, "snowballed."
It was a "wonderful experience, one
of those things you do, and you do
immediately." Though they wished
for another day or so to sort through
the boxes of clothing (some unusable)
and otherwise organize their contributions, they were overwhelmed by
the churches' response. Fourteen to
sixteen congregations made some sort
of effort to stock the trucks that went
to Florida. Air Hill, for example,
shopped in bulk, buying a significant
amount for infants—-diapers, formula,
etc.
According to Llanes, MCC representatives stopped to talk with them,
but offered little help; the devastation
was widespread and the Brethren in
Christ meeting places were not in immediate need of repair. Since August,
by agreement with Bishop Cober,
Llanes has appealed to the treasury
of the Southeast Conference through
which monies contributed by nine or
more congregations from Virginia to
California are being channeled. Three
hundred dollar amounts (a total of
$2,500) were given to several families, all church attenders, to sustain
them in the worst of their time of
necessity. Overall, insurance has covered the hurricane losses and damages of the Brethren in Christ families. Llanes at this time does not see

the need for disbursal of more money
for material aid. However, a substantial amount is still available, according to Conference treasurer Larry
Steffee.
While the Brethren in Christ can
feel good about their contributions,
both monetarily and in immediate
material aid, much remains to be
done. "I just feel, in good conscience,
that I can't say I've done my part; the
need [of other than Brethren in Christ
persons] is so awesome," reflected
Gramm. The Salvation Army has
made a five-year commitment to
relief. Dump trucks are still in the
area daily, hauling away tons of
debris. Gramm, though grateful for
the goods they took, said it "seemed
like a pittance" compared to the need.
In cases like this, he said, we tend to
focus our immediate attention, but
then "out of sight is out of mind."
Llanes, as of mid-January, implied
that the situation in their area is actually getting worse instead of better.
Owners of damaged apartments are
raising rents. People are being evicted, and no other housing is available.
People from the most devastated sites
are coming to Llanes' area for housing. Compounding the housing shortage is an influx of workers looking
for jobs. Traffic patterns are snarled,
and drinking and carousing are increasingly problematic. These, according to Llanes, are discouraging
predicaments that seem to have no
immediate solutions that money can
buy.
Recently, a Mennonite Disaster
Service (MDS) leader was quoted as
saying that there were "two disasters:
the hurricane and the inappropriate
Evangelical Visitor

responses that followed." ("Inappropriate" was not defined.) Have we
learned anything from Hurricane
Andrew? According to Pastor Rod
White (Fairview Ave. congregation,
Pa.), member of the General Conference Board for Brotherhood Concerns
(BBC), his board has taken note of
some needed improvements. For
example, stronger communication
links should be formed between the
Brethren in Christ and local MDS
representatives. The Brethren in
Christ were doing things to help, but
in a sense, commented White, we
were "trying to reinvent the wheel.
No one knew whom to call. We had a
tough time making connections in the
aftermath of Andrew." Stronger links
to MDS will help the Brethren in
Christ function more effectively in a
similar crisis. "I don't think many
people really know about MDS," he
said. "We should covet a relationship"
with this well-respected group.

Another BBC member, Sam Brubaker, agreed that in no way are the
Brethren in Christ "staffed to orchestrate" a relief effort such as was
necessitated by Andrew. He emphasized that MDS continues to be interested in volunteers, especially persons who can serve as project foremen, able to render at least a month of
service. Brubaker "encouraged and
applauded" all of the various ways
Brethren in Christ persons came to
the rescue of hurricane victims, many
of which ways will remain unknown
to most of the denomination (community-based contributions, money
donations, prayer, etc.). There is no
question, he added, that rendering service to those of the community of
faith and those outside of it is part of
the powerful testimony of the Brethren in Christ.

appeal for funds was made only to
the Southeast Conference through
Bishop Cober, contributions flowed
in from other churches as well.
According to Cober, the surplus that
has been given will be channeled into
the Miami area for some kind of constructive effort—whether material or
evangelistic. Also, MDS will continue to strive to sort through the logistics of placing persons in reconstruction situations. Rebuilding, relocation,
and putting entire communities back
into functioning order will take time,
especially considering the bureaucratic red tape which is slowing down
inspections and forcing delays in the
work.
We don't dare forget—yet—about
Hurricane Andrew, and perhaps next
time disaster strikes our own, we will
be better prepared to help.

Overall, the Brethren in Christ
were extremely generous in response
to Andrew. Even though a specific

Hurricane Andrew: An MDS update
by Lowell Detwiler

Mennonite Disaster Service (MDS) volunteers have
roofed hundreds of houses in the Homestead, Fla., area
and are beginning to restore gutted interiors. Yet the Hurricane Andrew response in south Florida remains one of the
most difficult challenges we in the MDS network have
ever faced.
Knowing how to schedule volunteers has become a real
headache. Difficulties in obtaining building permits and
required frequent inspections—incredible government red
tape intended to avoid substandard construction which contributed to widespread devastation in thefirstplace—makes
lining up jobs for volunteers on a predictable schedule difficult.
MDS allowed larger numbers of eager volunteers to go
south, anticipating that restrictions would ease and work
would become available. But when more than 165 volunteers were on site by mid-January, the available work was
soon completed and some workers needed to return home
early.
Seeing the unending devastation, it is difficult for volunteers to understand why more work is not available. At
the same time, capable, experienced MDS project leaders
are burning themselves out trying to stay ahead.
We apologize for the disappointment people feel when
their work group is canceled, but too many volunteers with
too little to do only frustrates both workers and leaders.
Our concern now, though, is that people are hearing we
March 1993

don't need volunteers. Some smaller groups, still needed,
are canceling. Please check with the MDS office in Homestead before planning or canceling crews.
We also still need project leaders, especially for March
through October. Not all leaders need to have construction
experience. People with backgrounds in management, business, or personnel who are used to red tape and administrative challenges would be valuable assets to MDS. Office
and kitchen staff are also key players on any MDS team.
Teachers and others who may enjoy the challenge of a
summer assignment are encouraged to contact MDS Akron.
If ieaders can be found, MDS wants to schedule youth or
church groups in both Florida and Louisiana during the
summer.
A training workshop for persons interested in MDS
leadership is scheduled for April 5 to 7 at MDS headquarters in Homestead. Persons interested in tackling these
challenges and who are able to give a minimum of two
months per year to MDS projects are encouraged to contact
their local unit leaders or MDS Akron.
Preference for attendance at this workshop will be given
to candidates from Eastern United States and Canada. Additional workshops will be held in other locations at other
times.
Lowell Detwiler is MDS Coordinator, and may be contacted at
P.O. Box 500, Akron, PA 17501, phone (717) 859-1151.
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the Ciotwtrsxon
ofa Qhurch
by Ray Bert
Every "good," traditional evangelical knows the term "conversion" and
the transformation it describes. Most
North Americans would also know
the phrase "conversion van," a phrase
describing a rather common vehicle
changed into something with a much
more specific function such as show,
comfort, or camping. The "conversion van" is usually still identifiable
as a van. It sounds like
a van. But it is different
in that it is now targeted to a specific purpose.
The Brethren in
Christ congregation in

Mechanicsburg, Pa., has experienced
a significant "conversion" in the past
eight years. An important step in this
process was the adoption of a new
statement of purpose in 1985 which
focused upon church growth through
evangelism and discipleship. It could
be said that a statement of purpose is
similar to "designing the conversion."
Knowing that a set of plans will not
fulfill the commission
Christ gave us to make
disciples, Mechanics-

burg took the next step and implemented a strategy for lay ministry
involvement which included training
and releasing lay persons to "do"
evangelism and discipleship. As a
result of these steps taken in faithful
obedience, combined with the sovereign grace of God, this "converted"
congregation has experienced revival.
For the 20 years before the "conversion," worship and Sunday School
attendance and membership hovered
around the 250 mark. Since then
many persons have
come to a life-changing experience of
Jesus. In a two-and-ahalf month period at
the end of 1992, at
least 9 adults and 25
children came to Christ

Floor plan of the new
Mechanicsburg facility.
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and there were at least 30 rededications. Thelma, an older adult, said she
had been away from God for "30
some" years and was full of bitterness and hatred which led to loneliness. She and her husband began
attending Mechanicsburg in January
of 1992. She said they got "big hugs"
and that "they all show you love—
that's what makes that church grow!"
Thelma said that on the first Sunday
of last November she was "on pins
and needles" with conviction. She
"knew" that she would return to Jesus
that night. This once negative and
embittered lady said, "I had everything to live for, but without Christ I
had nothing."
With people coming to Jesus and
the church, and people returning to
church at Mechanicsburg, the congregation has experienced amazing
numerical growth. A decision was
made to relocate as expansion at their
site on Marble Street was impossible.
Fifteen acres of land were purchased
on South York Street approximately
one mile away. A beautiful and practical facility was constructed including a sanctuary which also serves as a
multi-purpose room accommodating
such needs as fellowship and recreation. Last March following the second morning worship service many
attenders walked to the new site, an
event well-covered by the Harrisburg
area media.
Worship attendance that first Sunday totaled 824 persons. Two to three
hundred of these persons were students from Messiah College who tend
to move from church to church in our
area "following the fire and the cloud"
of God's sovereign presence. Worship attendance for 1992 averaged
533 persons. When Messiah students
are present, this "converted" congregation has been averaging approximately 750 worshippers per Sunday
and has been in dual worship services
since September. I was told that "at
the end of 1992 there were 20 families worshipping with us who were
not here at the beginning of the year."
An active lay leader at Mechanicsburg told me, "The goal of this congregation is to continue to disciple
Christians to follow Jesus Christ in
March 1993

ministry to him, one another, and the
lost and unchurched. We will continue to seek out and minister Christ's
love to lost and unchurched families
in our immediate Mechanicsburg area
and surrounding communities."
Not everyone was happy with this
"conversion." Approximately 50 longtime members of Mechanicsburg left
the fellowship of the congregation in
the past year. It should be noted that
"congregational conversion" comes
with a price. Our day demands pastors, leaders, and congregations who
will pay the price to be effective in
our ultimate responsibility, Christ's
commission to make disciples.
To hear Thelma talk, this convert-

ed Mechanicsburg Brethren in Christ
Church is the place to be! She says, "I
love it! It's the best thing that's happened to us in many years. If they
don't win you over, something's
wrong."
My hat is off to Pastor Ken Hepner, his wife Raina, the staff, board
and congregation for giving the Holy
Spirit permission to "convert" this
congregation.

Ray Bert is pastor of the Cumberland Valley church, Dillsburg, Pa., and prepared this
article at the request of the General Conference Boardfor Evangelism and Church Planting.

YOUthQuest '93

Dec. 27-30,1993
Tamiment Resort
and Conference
Center
Tamiment, Pa.
Featured Speaker: Tim Elmore,
Kingdom Building Ministries
Concert by David Meece
If registered by Nov. 15, 1993
Cost: $190 per person ($215 Canadian)
Includes lodging, meals, tax, and gratuity
Cost after Nov. 15: $200 ($225 Canadian)
Registration information available June 1
This denominational event is sponsored by the
General Conference Board for Congregational Life
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Sardines and

crackers...

Three Costa
Rican
communions
by Pauline E. Stevick

I do not remember the first communion service. Presumably I was
reverently attentive and involved—I
always am. Held in one of the few
San Jose churches that uses English in
its services, it was attended by more
Americans than native Costa Ricans,
although the congregation was an
amicable mixture of both cultures.
The communion service that summer
morning was so much a clone of the
many I have experienced that I no
longer recall the details.
What I do remember is the children's sermon from another Sunday
morning in that church, which has
become for me a kind of eucharistic
homily. But again, I have forgotten
the woman's words. However, I will
not forget her illustration. After she
finished talking, she had the ushers
unroll and spread over our heads a
large sheet consisting of many pieces
of red tissue paper fastened together
so that they covered the entire congregation. Then we sang "His Banner
Over Us Is Love." It was, of course, a
vivid metaphor for the sacrificial
blood of Christ our Savior.
A few weeks later on a Sunday
afternoon I sat in a service held by a
native Costa Rican congregation in
the same sanctuary. This time, everything—the hearty singing, fervent
praying, earnest testimonies, and
12

lengthy sermon—was in Spanish, of
which I knew only a few patterned
words and phrases. So for three hours
I watched and meditated. But although the gift of tongues was not
awarded to me, the sense of the Spirit's presence was, and I can honestly
report that the time did not drag. My
English Bible was as open to me as
their Spanish ones were to them.
Towards the end of the service, my
husband, who does understand Spanish, informed me that a communion
service would be a part of the afternoon worship. Soon I stood at the
front of the church with the other
worshippers who blessed the bread
and the grape juice using words I did
not understand and passed them to
me with warm smiles and handclasps—a fellowship of believers that
transcended language and culture.
Then, as is the custom in many
Anabaptist congregations, they
moved towards the next phase of the
service, footwashing. The men retired
to one room and the women to another, motioning for me to join them.
This time I was presented with a
dilemma. I knew that I was wearing
an old pair of pantyhose with holes in
their bottoms, concealed by my shoes.
If I participated in footwashing and
took off my shoes, every woman
there would see the gringo lady with

the holes in her hose. What would I
say? How could I explain? What was
there to explain? And I didn't even
have the words to apologize.
I did it anyhow. Speechless—for a
change—I went through the motions
of sisterhood-servanthood, bending
down to wash my Costa Rican sister's feet and then exposing my own
hole-ly pantyhose to have my own
washed, remembering the example of
Jesus who demonstrated his humility
both by being obedient to death on
the cross—and by washing the feet
of his disciples. My fellow footwashers seemed to understand my embarrassment as well as my eagerness to
be a part of their fellowship; they
smiled and hugged and blessed me
with words I did not understand. It
was a true communion of sinnersaints.
But the third Costa Rican communion is the one I will never forget—all the more because it was not a
true communion at all. Or was it?
For most of the day we had been
traveling on a narrow government
launch up a series of rivers, canals,
and lagoons into a wilderness area
which included no McDonalds or
Hardees—or even street vendors
hawking tortillas at the few rest stops
along the way. Our fellow passengers
were poor and simple folk whose desEvangelical Visitor

tinations were primitive huts that they
navigated to by dugout or by motor
launches similar to the one we rode
on. It was a sturdy metal boat about
35 feet long with metal supports like
those which hold up the canvas on a
pop-up camper. A loose board roof
topped by a piece of canvas extended
about 10 inches over the side, not giving much protection from rain—
which is abundant in this area. Loose
board seats were on the sides, supported by metal rods, and all baggage,
consisting of canvas roll bags or plastic bags—no one would be wealthy or
stupid enough to carry a suitcase—
were plunked in the middle. The
diesel engine was in plain view.
By mid-afternoon we were traveling in jungle wilderness, headed
towards a village on a large lagoon
60 kilometers from our point of departure. We gaped wide-eyed at the
turtles, anahingas, egrets, monkeys,
and the thick jungle foliage that bordered the waterway. Knowing the
fatalistic attitudes of many Latin
Americans regarding safety precautions, I had insisted on wearing a life
jacket which our two Costa Rican
friends had obligingly provided for
me; it didn't occur to me until much
later that a life jacket wasn't much
comfort in waters that were crocodile
infested.
Along the way I observed the manner in which my fellow passengers
endured what I considered the hardships of the trip. They had pulled
heavy plastic tarps over the top of the
boat and huddled together when it
showered. They had endured hours
and miles between rest stops when
they could relieve themselves behind
trees. They had peered surreptitiously at the two gringos who had invaded their world, accompanied by two
natives, no doubt wondering what
they were doing there, especially the
gringo lady whose anxiety was no
doubt communicated nonverbally.
One little girl had been hit on the head
by a board that had slipped from the
metal support; she whimpered only a
little while, yielding to the murmured
comfortings of her grandmother.
Now we were all tired and hungry,
our arrival delayed by our towing of
March 1993

Brudda turned to the
man next to him, offering sardines and crackers. The man accepted,
nodding his gratitude.
Then he passed a portion of what he had
received to the woman
on the other side and
she in turn to the child
beside her. Meanwhile,
the other guide had
given some morsels to
his seatmate
another boat which had stalled en
route up the waterway. One of our
guides, actually a native Nicaraguan
turned Costa Rican, was a warm
extrovert whom everyone called
"Brudda"—a Creole corruption of
"brother." Sporting carefully braided
dreadlocks and a crocheted cap that
rivaled Joseph's coat-of-many-colors,
he beamed his toothless grin on
everyone equally, his smile especially warm and bright when contrasted
to the drooping stoicism evident in
the faces of the other passengers. At
his suggestion, we had gathered a little food before embarking—some
crackers, a few cans of sardines, a
large plastic bottle of coke. It was
time to open them. We opened the
cans, unwrapped the crackers, and
twisted off the cap of the warm coke,
and, all eyes watching us, began to
eat.
But, of course, eating in front of
others when they have nothing is not
the Latin American way. Sharing is.
And that's the way it happened. Brudda turned to the man next to him,
offering sardines and crackers. The
man accepted, nodding his gratitude.
Then he passed a portion of what he
had received to the woman on the
other side and she in turn to the child
beside her. Meanwhile, the other
guide had given some morsels to his

seatmate, who, of course, had passed
them on. Then Brudda crossed the
aisle of our boat sanctuary and ministered to the hungry on the other side.
By then I was near tears. I should
have been remembering the feeding
of the five thousand by Jesus, I suppose, but instead I was remembering
the Cross and the words of the communion service I had grown up with:
"This is my body . . . take . . . e a t . . .
do this in remembrance of me." I had
sat hoarding my wealth, puzzled and
scared, not knowing whether or how
to share. Brudda had done it so naturally and warmly that receiving from
his hands was neither threatening nor
demeaning.
I could not speak the language of
my fellow passengers. I could not tell
them of the love of God communicated in Christ Jesus who thought it
not robbery to be equal to God but
took on himself the form of a servant
and became obedient unto death, even
the death of the cross. But Brudda
had demonstrated it. Just as Brudda
had reached out with the life-sustaining elements in his hands, so Jesus
reaches out to people of all races and
cultures and times. And he usually
does so in community.
In the early years of the Brethren in
Christ Church, more emphasis was
placed on the sharing of the communion elements than is common now,
reports Morris Sider, church archivist
and professor at Messiah College.
Unleavened bread was prepared and
baked in long strips that had been
punctured at intervals with a fork.
These were then placed on a tray and
passed to a person who broke one
piece from the strip and handed it to
the brother or sister sitting next, symbolizing that as Christ's body had
been broken for all of us, so we must
break ourselves for our brothers and
sisters. What I had witnessed on that
ramshackle boat up that tortuous
waterway among strangers was a
demonstration of that kind of sharing. It was a kind of communion.

The author teaches part-time in the Integrated Studies Program at Messiah College.
The Stevicks are members of the Grantham
(Pa.) congregation.
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// has taken me 59 years to understand the love demonstrated by Jesus when he washed his disciples feet.

Footwashing...
Shall I, or shall I not?
by Monica Hinchcliffe
Oh, I think not, was the first
thought that crossed my mind when
a friend brought up the subject.
Having recently joined the New
Guilford Brethren in Christ Church,
my experience with other churches
did not prepare me for this. Just
what was footwashing?
It sounded a bit awkward. My
nose twitched and my face
schooched up (I know that's not a
word, but that's what it felt like). It
was not for me, but just how did I
explain that to my friend, who was
standing there smiling at me?
"Sure, I'd love to go," I told her.
Well, that was a week ago, and
here I am now, in the shower with a
fingernail brush, scrubbing my feet.
I want them clean before they are
washed....
With much trepidation I enter the
sanctuary on the arm of my friend.
Or should I say friends, as I had
gathered two more to help me
through this.
I noticed that only half of the
church was filled that Thursday
night. Usually the church was filled
for services. Was this a bad sign?
The service began and a peaceful
feeling began to creep over me. I
found I was smiling a lot as I started
to relax and concentrate on the central focus of the service, my Lord
Jesus who died on the cross for me.
Me. Imagine that.
I welcomed Jesus into my heart
and life as a teenager, but it was as

Monica Hinchcliffe is the Visitor correspondent for the New Guilford Brethren in
Christ Church, Chambersburg, Pa.
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an adult that I realized just what a
hard job our Lord had guiding me.
Sometimes I seem to be hard of
hearing, while other times I am
complacent and don't reach out to
grow closer to Christ.
Well, I was reaching out now, and
the footwashing part of the service
seemed to fade into the back of my
mind.
The congregation then went to
the fellowship hall for a meal.
Across the table from me was a lady
I didn't know. As we began to talk,
she shared memories of when she
first started attending footwashing
ceremonies.
Before I knew it, the meal was
over and the heart of the service
began. The lights were dimmed and
in the hushed room, Scriptures were
read. They touched my heart.
I blinked to keep tears from my
eyes, only to notice my friend was
also blinking. Special music filled
the room. I could almost feel the
pain Jesus felt before his crucifixion—emotional pain—his physical
pain was to come later.
The men retired to another room
and the women put their chairs into
a circle. My friends sat on either
side of me to encourage me. But I
did not need any encouragement. I
wanted to humble myself as Christ
did and wash someone's feet.
I felt so much joy in my heart that
I wanted to wash everyone's feet,
but as I looked around we all were
feeling that joy. Someone started to
sing and one by one voices were
added to hers. The water and towels
were ready and the footwashing
began.

My feet were placed in the warm
water and my very good friend
began to carefully and tenderly
wash my feet. What a wonderful
feeling of love for another person.
Now it was my turn to wash my
other friend's feet. I wanted the
experience to last forever, but reluctantly I dried her feet. We hugged as
was the custom, and she whispered,
"I love you."
What a wonderful experience in
Christian love.
It has taken me 59 years to understand the feeling of love demonstrated by Jesus when he washed his disciples feet at the Last Supper. I can
hardly wait for the next footwashing
service.
And then there was later.
I went home after the ceremony
and felt an overwhelming urge to
get my thoughts down on paper. I
had no intention of sharing them
with anyone. They were for me . . .
my raw emotions of a time I shared
with Jesus. But events began to happen.
The lady who had been sitting
across from me stopped me after
church a couple of Sundays later.
She told me she had been thinking
of what the fellowship meal used to
be instead of the stew we had eaten
that Thursday night. "Cheese and
bologna" she said. "I can remember
we really liked having cheese and
bologna."
A week or two went by and I saw
her again. This time as we chatted,
she said that others wanted to share
some memories with me.
Evangelical Visitor

That same Sunday one of my
friends who had accompanied me
to the footwashing service told
me she had never participated in
footwashing before. "You needed
me," she said simply. "That was
the reason I went, but wasn't it a
wonderful service?" she added.
It wasn't long before I was
approached again about footwashing. I didn't know the lady,
but she introduced herself and
asked if I would be interested in
coming to her house for dinner.
She and some others had some
thoughts to share with me about
footwashing. "I'll get everyone
together, and let you know the
date next Sunday," she said.
It was a wonderful meal, even
if I did eat the wrong salad. (The
gentleman was kind enough to eat
the leftover salad at the end of his
meal, a bit like dessert.)
And that wasn't the only
mixup of the evening. It seems
they thought I was the new history writer for the church, instead
of the new Evangelical Visitor
correspondent for the congregation.
But it didn't seem to matter as
they eagerly shared bits and
pieces of the past, and I eagerly
listened. But that's another story
that you may read in the Visitor
later.
The subject of footwashing
came up again, twice in fact, and
both times with ministers. Both
times I was urged to write my
thoughts about footwashing ceremonies.
So even though I felt reluctant
to have such a personal story
printed, a thought entered my
mind that maybe God had plans
for it. Maybe I am still a little
hard of hearing, and so I send it
to the Visitor with the prayer that
this is what God wants of me .. .
. .. and so please take this
story Lord, and use it as you will.
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Victim-offender programs
test interest in retreat for
families of homicide victims
MCC victim-offender programs in
both Canada and the United States are
testing interest in a retreat for Mennonite and Brethren in Christ families of
homicide victims.
"After a series of homicides within
the Mennonite community, we believe
there is a need to bring people of like
experiences together," says Wilma
Derksen, of Winnipeg, Man. Derksen
wrote a book titled Have You Seen
Candace? after her daughter's murder.
Police investigations, publicity, justice issues, moral and ethical questions, and tremendous faith challenges
complicate the grief the victim's family experiences, say the retreat planners.

The retreat's main purpose would
be to create a safe environment for
participants to share their stories, their
anger and sorrow. The weekend would
include resource speakers, workshop
discussions and worship to bring a
healing spirit to participants.
If you or someone you know would
be interested in attending such a
retreat, respond by May 31 to Howard
Zehr, Director, Office on Crime and
Justice, MCC U.S., P.O. Box 500,
Akron, Pa. 17501; phone (717) 8593889, or Wayne Northey, Director,
Victim-Offender Ministries, MCC
British Columbia, Box 2038, 31872 S.
Fraser Way, Clearbrook, B.C., V2T
1V3; phone (604) 850-6639.

Women in Leadership
Seminars
Conference
Atlantic
Allegheny
Eastern Canada
Central
Southeast
•
•
•
•

Date
May 1
May 8
May 8
May 15
April 23

Location
Harrisburg
Mt. Rock
Ridgemount
Highland
Highland Park

Open to all
Opportunity for dialogue
Paper by Luke Keefer Jr. and Grace Holland
addresses both pros and cons of the topic
Check with your pastor for details about seminar time, registration, etc.

(The seminar in Western Canada was held Jan. 13. Fall seminars for the
Midwest, Pacific, and Susquehanna Conferences will be announced in
July.)
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Brethren in
Christ host
Anabaptist
seminar in
Bogota
by Nancy Peterman
The Niza IX Brethren in Christ
Church in Bogota, Columbia, was
recently host to the National Anabaptist Seminar, sponsored annually by a
coalition of Mennonites, Brethren,
Brethren in Christ, Mennonite Brethren, and an indigenous Colombian
Church with similar emphases.
This year's theme, "Holiness in the
Anabaptist Perspective" or "An
Anabaptist View of Sanctification"
(however you want to translate it),
was presented by Gene Madeira, Lancaster, Pa., who also served with his

wife Ruth as interim support persons
in Bogota last year.
The seminar, which lasted from
Friday evening, Nov. 13, until Monday, Nov. 16 (a holiday weekend),
was attended by more than 60 participants from 14 different churches.
Most were residents of Bogota, but
there were also Christian brothers and
sisters from various parts of Colombia (San Martin, La Mesa, Armenia)
and even a representative from the
Nicaraguan Mennonite Church and
the Brazilian Mennonite Church.

There were some participants who
weren't even Anabaptist, like the pastor of the nearby Assemblies of God
Church, and a brother who is helping
to lead a small Lutheran Church.
About half of the group were Brethren in Christ, both from the Niza IX
congregation and La Calzada, a
church planting venture in one of
Bogota's poorest barrios.
Friday night started out with an
introduction based on Myron Augsburger's article entitled "Holiness in
the Mennonite Tradition," which
Gene had translated into Spanish with
permission from the author. Other
articles taken from the Mennonite
Encyclopedia were used throughout
the course as readings about the history of the holiness movement and
also the history of the Brethren in
Christ. Colombian churches, like
most Latin American churches, are
greatly influenced by Pentecostalism,
so effort was made to help these
believers understand the context of
the revival movements out of which
both Wesleyans and Pentecostalism

Above: Participants take a break for
Colombian coffee.
Left: Young Niza IX leader, Ricardo,
shares in the reading of a 16th century
text with Gene Madeira (at podium).
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1992 was the year MCC
gave visibility to the
stories and strengths of
indigenous peoples
Bund the world, as part
I a worldwide
ommernoration of the
90th anniversary of
Columbus' arrival in North
America.
MCC members approved a
atement apologizing to
soriginal people for the
nes when Mennonites
nd Brethren in Christ had
anctioned" the
anquest of their lands
and the domination of
them and their ancestors.
"For aboriginal people,
etober 1 2 , 1 4 9 2 , does
: mark the beginning of
ionization in the
nericas. Instead it
denotes loss of land and
life. It has meant slavery
rather than freedom, war
not peace," noted Menno
i/iebe, MCC Canada
ative Concerns Director,
teither is the Columbus
srtquest over. Native land
jntinues t o be seized
i d sacred sites
jiidozed."
(ICC used the 1992
ammemoration as a time
i highlight its service
rith indigenous peoples
and enhance
communications among
Native and non-Native
peoples.

1/
•

_.i'

\ J

An n w r a h n n i l t i f of
w i i n n n i courtesy of
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Intensified clan ••
violence In Somalia
and created mass
starvation. MCC
supported inter-clan
mediation efforts for
peace so people
could again tend
crops and animals*
MCC also shared food
with Somali rofuQoos.

Meat canning
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1992 resources

People once again, proved to be MCC's best resource for
meeting human need. More than 900 workers dedicated
their time and talents to serving others "In the name of
Christ" through MCC in 50 countries. Thousands more
volunteered at thrift shops, relief sales, SELFHELP Crafts
of the World stores and material resource centers, sharing
hours of compassion for others via MCC.
Partners overseas and in North America — those
traditionally seen as recipients — often led the way, with
MCC support. They interpreted local cultures, languages,
wisdom and customs to workers so they could serve
appropriately.

1992 was a
record year
for
Mennonite
Central
Committee
(MCC).

Food and cash donations enabled MCC to provide a
record 25,600 tons of food to people in 29 countries,
matching the record set in 1984-85 when Ethiopia's
famine hit the news. About 66 percent of the 1992 food
aid, which was valued at more than $12.7 million U.S./
$16 million Cdn., went to 10 African countries: Angola,
Ethiopia, Kenya, Mozambique, Somalia, Sudan,
Tanzania, Zaire, Zambia and Zimbabwe.
Early in the year MCC supporters packed nearly 9,000
grocery boxes for people in the former Soviet Union.
These boxes were more than charity for some church
members; they saw it as a way to offer forgiveness to a
country where relatives were imprisoned, tortured and
killed between the 1920s and 1950s. "The Soviets were
our persecutors," said one. "Now we have a chance to
show Christian love and forgiveness, to demonstrate we
bear them no malice."
1992's wars, droughts and government changes were not
the only world events MCC responded to. MCC also
shared God's love with victims of late April riots in Los
Angeles, Calif.; Hurricane Andrew, which flattened parts
of southern Florida and Louisiana in August; an October
earthquake in Cairo, Egypt; and a September seaquake in
Nicaragua.
A highlight of 1992 was the November celebration of
MCC's 50 years of service in Calcutta, India. Mother
Teresa, chief guest and longtime MCC India friend,
urged the 300-plus people at the celebration to "resolve
to love one another as God loves us. The fruit of love is
service, and the fruit of service is peace."

It was also people who contributed the financial and
material resources that enabled MCC to carry out its
mission in 1992. Constituents in North America and
Europe contributed about $15.9 million U.S./
$19.9 million Cdn. in cash. They shared food and material
resources such as health kits that MCC distributed in
28 countries.
The constituency's vote of confidence in MCC was
seconded by Money magazine, which in December rated
MCC the 12th best-managed relief and development
agency in the United States. The magazine cited MCC's
low administrative and fund-raising costs as reasons why
MCC can use a high percentage of its income for program.
"MCC is committed to using money efficiently," noted
John A. Lapp, MCC executive secretary. "At the same
time we do not expect to be first on Money magazine's
list. We cannot incarnate God's love if we share only
money and material resources and do not have personnel
serving on location." Those agencies with lower overhead
usually have few people on location.
1992 program changes

MCC opened an MCC centre and inter-Mennonite office
in Moscow. The International Visitor Exchange Program
hosted its first participant from Syria.
In the United States, the Oglala Sioux Tribal Council
approved plans for an MCC service project in Pine Ridge,
S.D. Also in the United States, MCC placed its first
workers in a new internship program; opened PLOW, a
service and learning program in Portland, Ore.; opened a
service program in Homestead, Fla.; and placed its first
service worker in Los Angeles.
MCC U.S. members voted to dissolve the U.S. Peace
Section, a board that had guided the work of peace section
staff since 1975. Members decided since peace is an
integral part of MCC ministry, peace section staff should
report directly to the U.S. board.
New initiatives in Canada included an agreement with
Tree Plant Canada to have MCC create programs to plant
30,000 trees annually for six years; a program in Alberta
to recycle baler twine into construction materials; and
SALT-E, an environment-oriented summer program for
youth in Ontario.
• • • Charmayne Denlinger Brubaker of Lancaster, Pa.
MCC Information Services
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FOOD AND HUNGER

S

God sent manna to feed the Israelites as they
trekked toward the Promised Land. Jesus
multiplied loaves and fishes to feed 5,000
followers. These accounts as well as the Lord's
Prayer — "Give us this day our daily bread" — remind us
that it is not God's will that people are hungry.
Yet worldwide each night one in six people goes to bed
hungry. About 2,500 people die silently from hungerrelated diseases each hour. In 1992, in Africa alone, war
and drought threatened the existence of 60 million people.
"Hunger is not only a lack of food," observes Hershey
Leaman, who oversees MCC disaster responses. "Hunger is
helplessness. Hunger is fear. Hunger is humiliation and too
often, grief."
MCC history

In 1920 MCC was created to share food with people in the
Ukraine. Three years later, MCC had spent $1 million U.S.
for food, clothing, tractors and refugee resettlement in the
Ukraine.
MCC still shares rice, beans, meat, milk, oil, rice and
wheat. In 1992 MCC shared 48 metric tons of milk powder
and 60 metric tons of canned beef with Iraqi children, for
example, as part of MCC's commitment to binding up
wounds of the Persian Gulf War.
But in its 72-year history, MCC has been quick to search
for ways, other than shipments from North America, to put
food on the plates of hungry people.
MCC's first food-for-work program was in 1962; MCC
provided wheat to plant 1 million eucalyptus trees in
Algeria, trees that in 1992 still stand as a barrier against
blowing sand.
In the mid-1980s MCC began purchasing food regionally to
eliminate prohibitive transport costs and support farmers in
the region. Periodically MCC swaps food. In 1989, for
example, MCC gave the government of India Canadian
canola oil in exchange for Indian-grown wheat. MCC's
partner, Churches Auxiliary for Social Action, used the
wheat as wages in food-for-work projects. India had a
deficit of oil and surplus of wheat.

Early on, MCC leaders saw the importance of helping
others grow their own food, so they could become selfsufficient. In 1920, almost immediately after shipping its
first food, MCC sent tractors and its first agricultural
workers to the Ukraine.
Yet MCC's history of wrestling with food issues has led
MCC staff to conclude that eliminating hunger is not only
about giving more food or growing more food.
Now MCC also feeds hungry people by creating jobs so
they can buy food, by encouraging those in power to create
trade laws and economic policies that benefit everyone, not
only the wealthy; and by working for peace so fields can be
planted and available food transported and marketed.
In 1992, for the first time, MCC asked contributors to give
a peace tithe along with a donation of food. "Food aid may
prolong war," Kabiru Kinyanjui, a Kenyan development
specialist said at a food seminar, "particularly when
governments buy guns with money that should be used to
feed its citizens. International agencies cannot stop
providing food, but they need to link their food aid with a
peace agenda."
In the 1990s MCC also renewed its commitment to
educating its staff, constituency and others about the causes
of hunger and about practical solutions, such as adopting a
simpler lifestyle, so more of God's people can obtain their
daily bread in the 1990s.
MCC does not have all the answers. Neither can it feed
most of the world's hungry people. Yet, as a Christian
resource for meeting human need, MCC chooses to serve in
various ways so others can eat. On the following pages
read about a few of the ways MCC workers serve others, as
part of their commitment to follow Christ and share the
bread of life with others.
•••

Charmayne Denlinger Brubaker of Lancaster, Pa.
MCC Information Services

MCC tractors, Ukraine, 1920s

The creation of Canadian Foodgrains Bank (CFGB) in
1983 was another boost to MCC's food programs. The
bank enabled MCC to utilize — and maximize — grain
donated by Canadian farmers and to ship larger quantities
of food than before. Canadian International Development
Agency provided CFGB with the cash equivalent of four
tons of grain for each ton donated by a Canadian farmer.
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AND JOB CREATION WORK
MCC workers help others
grow their own crops and
raise animals so they
need not depend on relief
food or handouts. MCC
sent its first agricultural
workers overseas in 1920;
today some 50
agricultural workers serve
in 18 countries,
supporting local farmers
who want to learn to grow
rice, wheat, olives, fruit
trees, tomatoes,
vegetables and soybeans
to name a few.
• Some 700 Haitian
farmers doubled their
harvests in 1992, thanks
to farming techniques
learned in MCC-shaped
agricultural programs —
deeper tillage and using
organic matter in soils, for
example.

Bepin Mondal,
welder, India

inspires friends to
improve their lives
• In Zambia, with lively
cooking demonstrations,
MCC agriculturist Dave
Wynne promoted soybeanfortified "power porridge"
to Zambian families.
• A group in Jordan used
an MCC grant to purchase
a Syrian breed of goats
preferred over local goats
due to superior milkproducing ability, kid
production and larger
• An innovative plan
supported by MCC
Manitoba brought
together city dwellers and
farmers. Through "Shared
Farming," consumers
bought shares in the local
farm harvests. In return,
the farmers supplied
organically grown produce
to shareholders.
Supporting villagers in
their aim to irrigate fields
also put more food on
tables and in markets.
• A teacher in Central
Sulawesi, Indonesia, said
of dam-construction
training offered in his
town: "Because MCC
came to Beteleme, people
now see possibilities.
Once-useless rivers now
bring life to our fields."

• Improving water
supplies continued as a
focus in Burkina Faso.
Workers showed villagers
how to make small
earthen dams and trained
church-selected masons
to construct wells. Since
1983 MCC has trained 27
well masons.
MCC also created new
jobs or helped people
obtain the skills necessary
to get jobs so families
could afford to buy food.
In India, where more than
33 million are
unemployed, MCC's
Vocational Training
Program enabled 350
young people to learn
trades. In 1975 MCC
helped Bepin Mondal pay
for a one-year welding
course. Today he
supports his family on his
wages as a welder for a
large Calcutta company.
"I'm so grateful to MCC,"
he says.

Gardens line the valley
bottom just outside town.
Papayas, bananas, sugar
cane and vegetables
flourish. But it was not
always this way. When
Timone Langoya moved to
Kitgum, local people
called the valley bottom a
wasteland.

;•*%

"When I began digging,"
recalls Langoya, "they
said, 'this man is mad.'"
But when they saw
Langoya harvesting
vegetables and fruits, they
began planting their own
gardens.
Langoya belongs to an
ethnic group that
traditionally tended cattle,
but recent civil unrest and
raids by neighboring
groups made that
impossible. Now with
inspiration from Langoya
and help from MCC
workers Kristi and Neil
Rowe Miller, others in the
town grow vegetables and
fruit.

A worker with the Urban
Community Development
Summer Service program
helped laid-off
seamstresses in San
Antonio, Texas, write
funding proposals to start
woodworking, pinatamaking and doll-making
co-ops.

'' Pearl Sensenig of
Lancaster, Pa.
MCC Information
Services

SELFHELP Crafts of the
World, a job creation
program of MCC, provided
the equivalent of 12,000
full-time jobs for
craftspeople in 30
countries.
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"Doctor!"
"Ina zuwa. I'm coming," I
yell as I grab my watch
and wait for my eyes to
focus. It's four a.m.
-^-4.1.

JS

As I stumble to the door,
the guard greets me, then
says, "Akwai damuwa.
There is a problem.''
I hoist on my backpack,
and flashlight in hand,
walk the 300 meters/960
feet to the inpatient ward.

HEALTH

W O R K

In 1992 MCC had 49 health workers in 22 countries. They
treated people who were ill; they also worked to prevent
illnesses by such methods as immunizing children. A few
examples of 1992 health work follow.
• The first of 11 MCC-financed, MCC-equipped health
clinics in Iran opened in 1992. Sick people and pregnant
women near the clinic no longer needed to make the
grueling trek to an urban center for health care. Before the
clinic was built, several people died making that trek,
villagers said.
• In Egypt, a doctor served at a Cairo clinic run by the
Coptic Orthodox Church and at a clinic for low-income
families in Cairo's outskirts.
• Fighting tooth decay was the goal of MCC's newest
material resource project — sending dental health buckets
to Vietnam where dental care often means simply pulling
painful teeth.
• In 1991 students at a two-year technical school in Uganda
had missed classes frequently due to illness. They drank
from a muddy well. 1992 was a different story. With help
from an MCC teacher, they built a brick cistern to catch
run-off rain water. The students are sick less often, plus
they have added a new skill to their already impressive list:
woodworking, agriculture, brickmaking and building
construction.

I enter the only room with
a light on. On the bed
opposite the door sits a
mother holding her 3-yearold son. The child is not
moving. They have called
me to certify a death. As I
place my stethoscope on
the boy's chest and listen
for the heartbeat that isnt
there, tears roll down the
mother's face, slide off
and splash my hand.
I confirm the child has
died; the mother nods,
accepts my broken-Hausa
"I'm sorry'' and thanks me
for all we have done.
Then she ties the boy's
body onto her back and
starts home, tears still
sliding down her face.
I have seen more death
here in seven months than
I saw in seven years of
medical training. Most
deaths are malnourished
children who cannot
withstand infections

healthy children would
survive. Critical times are
after children are weaned
and, ironically, during the
rainy season when life
bursts from the ground
but when food supplies
are meager.
They don't all die; we have
seen some amazing
recoveries. Grace was
near death when she
came to the hospital, her
body swollen with
infection and tuberculosis.
But she survived. We call
her, "Amazing Grace."
I check my watch again.
It's only 4:30 a.m. As I
walk home, I <mink of the
mother also walking home,
her son's body on her
back.
It's still dark as I enter our
home. I tiptoe into our
children's room and watch
closely for the reassuring
rise and Ml of their
chests.
As I crawl into bed, I hear
thunder rumbling and the
first drops of rain on the
roof. The dry season is
over; the dying season has
just begun.
• « • Nathan Beachy of
Cleveland, Ohio
MCC Nigeria

• An MCC worker in Atlanta, Ga., put the caring back into
health care. In the clinic's warm atmosphere, she
counselled pregnant women and others who had no health
insurance or could not afford private care.
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Uganda

1992 saw the end of El Salvador's 12-year civil war and
October peace accords in Mozambique. The Christian
Council of Mozambique, MCC's main partner there, was
instrumental in bringing the two sides together.

PEACE AND CONCILIATION
But 1992 had its share of armed conflict. War in former
Yugoslavia and Somalia erupted onto the world's front
pages. Economic sanctions crippled Iraq. Low-grade war,
beatings, torture and unrest plagued Haiti, Honduras and
Zaire, to name a few.
Much of MCC's peace work focused on Somalia, where
inter-clan wars were ripping the country apart and causing
starvation. MCC supported a group of Somalis in three
continents who promoted dialogue and peace in their
polarized communities at home and abroad. This group
included Somalis from all main clans.
"How to show God's love in a society rent by violence?"
was a question faced daily by MCC workers in Northern
Ireland. MCC also supported individuals working in
conciliation in Ethiopia, Kenya, the Philippines, Colombia,
El Salvador, South Africa, Guatemala and Nicaragua.
In Croatia, participants at an MCC-supported conference on
non-violence and peacemaking agreed to take concrete
steps toward reconciliation, despite their doubts that nonviolence could work. They pledged to learn to know
people of other ethnic groups and to advocate for legal
provisions for conscientious objectors to military
assignments.
In the United States, John A. Lapp, MCC executive
secretary, and other religious leaders testified before a
congressional committee in support of the Peace Tax Fund
Bill that would allow conscientious objectors to war to
designate to a Peace Tax Fund the portion of their federal
tax money used for military purposes.
MCC volunteers also shared Christ's peace with people
caught in conflict-torn families, churches and communities.
The MCC Manitoba-supported Mediation Services program
mediated more than 450 criminal disputes and trained more
than 100 people in conflict management.
MCC Canada joined 10 other Canadian church groups in
speaking out against violence against women. The church
groups said such violence "is profoundly wrong" and
issued a statement called "And No One Shall Make Them
Afraid" (Micah 4:4). MCC supported conferences on
domestic violence and sexual abuse in British Columbia,
Manitoba, Ontario, Pennsylvania and Ohio.
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SERVICE TO THOSE
WHO WERE O P P R E S S E D
Refugees

Racism, illiteracy, disabilities and handicaps keep some
people from developing and sharing their talents, wisdom
and strengths. MCC volunteers lifted up these people in new
ways in 1992, particularly Native and Aboriginal peoples.
Native concerns

An MCC worker helped plan an entire town in Labrador. He
spent two months in Davis Inlet, an Innu community of 500
residents who wanted to relocate to the mainland, where they
had lived until 1968 when the provincial government
required them to move. His proposed layout was well
received because it was prepared in consultation with them.
• In Bolivia a sheep project empowered 33 Quechua Indian
women who recently moved to the Eastern lowlands with
their families. The breed of sheep they had traditionally
raised fare poorly in the lowlands so, at their request, an
MCC agriculturist helped them organize to raise tropical
sheep.
• In Thailand, MCC workers edited a newsletter about the
plight of ethnic groups in Burma. MCC workers in Kenya
defended the pastoralist way of life there as the only
sustainable lifestyle in ecologically sensitive areas of that
east African country.
Racism

The agency also increased its work with victims of racism.
In the United States, MCC started an internship program in
which young adults of diverse ethnic backgrounds can spend
a year working in low-income neighborhoods with guidance
from experienced Christian mentors. In this way, MCC plans
to encourage youth who want to develop leadership abilities
as a continuation of their service in MCC's Summer Service
Program. Since 1982, more than 600 youth served in
summer service.
• Workers in Germany reassured newly arrived Ausseidler
living in the camp where they served. These people,
although of German descent, feared being victims of
Germany's anti-foreigner violence.
• "Kids News," a newsletter edited by an MCC summer
worker, allowed African-American children in Richmond,
Va., to think about what is happening in society and about
how they can make a difference when they grow up.
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uatemalan weaves story of
tragedy and determination

Victim/Offender

Two volunteers travelled across Canada with the MCC
Canada-sponsored Justice Van, bringing a message that the
present justice system does not work. During more than 200
presentations they spoke about the need for restorative
justice, a process that finds ways to restore trust for victims
and gives offenders insight into the effects of crime on
others.
With others, MCC also initiated an experimental Victim
Offender Reconciliation Program with Graterford (Pa.)
Prison inmates.

Dressed in a hand-loomed
skirt and hand —
embroidered
blouse,
Gregoria Xinico Cumes de
Culpatan, 31, jerks down
hard on her backstrap
loom, using a treasured
weaving stick that once
belonged to her
grandmother.
It's a scene repeated
thousands of times daily in
Guatemala's
mountains,
but this year Cumes
demonstrated the age-old
craft for volunteers in
SELFHELP Crafts shops.

As Cumes' fingers deftly
wove, her soft voice wove
a story of the violence and
oppression Mayan Indian
people in Guatemala
endure.
"This stick is one of the
few possessions I
retrieved after soldiers
burned our village and
ransacked our homes in
1980," she said. The
village was stormed by
soldiers who accused the
peasants of sympathizing
with guerrillas seeking to
overthrow the military
government.
"It was a night of terror:
people were tortured,
women were raped and
about 20 men were
rounded up at random and
forced into a burning
building," Cumes related.
Cumes, her husband and
their two children were
among several families
who fled into the
mountains where they
lived on weeds and roots
for three months.
"It was four years until it
was safe to return to our
home," she continued.
Now Cumes and her
husband, with a
cooperative of 160
families, weave belts, bags
and table cloths marketed
to organizations like
SELFHELP Crafts.
"Selling Gregoria's
weavings won't bring
dramatic reform in
Guatemala," said Vera
Isaak, SELFHELP Crafts
Canada director.
"But
providing a fair-paying job
is a way to help people
economic reforms do
come."
• »»Doris Daley of
Calgary, Alta.
SELFHELP Crafts
Alberta

Margaret Hicks, Zaida Alvarez Rodriguez, Bolivia
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Dale Messyabit, Assista
Director, Rossbrook Hoi
for inner-city children,
Winnipeg, Manitoba

"It is right that we should thank God for you, because your
faith increases mightily, and the love you have for all grows
even greater" (2 Thess. 1:3).
MCC would not exist without its partners — North American
supporters and those whom workers served.
Ninety Midwest seniors, with California church volunteers,
cut, dried and packed some 35,000 tons of donated peaches,
nectarines, apricots and plums; the resulting 4,000 pounds of
dried fruit was sold at Mennonite relief sales. In 1992
36 relief sales in Canada and the United States raised some
$4.3 million U.S./$5.4 million Cdn. for MCC work.
Partners in the United States built seven "houses-againsthunger," using donated materials and volunteer labor. Sale
of these houses raised some $715,000 U.S./$893,750 Cdn.
for MCC.
Volunteers at more than 100 MCC thrift shops worked
locally to meet needs globally and raised about $2.2 million
U.S./$2.75 million Cdn.

"A good mother
knows how to
Learning from Haitian
partners
The Haitian Creole
language is rich with
proverbs. One says, "God
knows how to give but
does not know how to
separate." Haitians use
this proverb to explain the
unequal distribution of
resources they see.

MCC's material resource centers were beehives of activity as
volunteers quilted, assembled school kits, sorted and baled
used clothing, wove rugs and did other tasks to prepare
material resources for shipping overseas.

One important job of a
Haitian mother is to
separate the family food
into individual portions.
Most families do not have
enough food for each
member to eat his or her
fill. Haitians say, "A good
mother knows how to
separate well."
The only time people serve
themselves is during
celebrations such as
marriages or baptisms.
Even then, this privilege is
limited to honored guests.
Children and other guests
receive a prepared plate
of food.

Workers were also inspired by the support and love of those
with whom they served. Workers in India were inspired by
Margaret Devadason who refuses to allow paper work to
crowd out personal contact. Devadason, MCC India
Business Manager, said in November: "It thrills me to know
a little help, listening ear, pat on the back, a word of
encouragement has helped someone. That's what I believe
Christian service and MCC's mission is about."

Haitian peasants say with
resignation that God is not
as careful as a mother in
separating. Many, though,
know that God alone is not
responsible for the
inequities they see. A
family hymn goes like this:
"God, you give us what we
need to live. But we do not
share with others.

Workers in Nigeria wrote that spending a week with Pastor
Iliya will remain a highlight of their lives. Pastor Iliya, who
grows crops and tends sheep to supplement a meager salary,
is the spiritual leader of the Christians in Kunde. When
health problems arise in Kunde and nearby villages, Pastor
Iliya and his wife share advice, medicine and prayer with
those who come to their door. "Pray for leaders like Pastor
Iliya as they follow Jesus through the Gwoza Hills and as
they lead others on that path," the workers wrote.

God, we know you know
how to give. We are the
ones who do not know
how to separate."
• • • Karen Ebey of
Sewanee, Tenn.
MCC Haiti

John Godhana, a Kenyan church worker who declined a job
elsewhere, said "I'd rather die with my people than leave and
come back to bury them." For 19 months no rain had fallen
on his home area in northeast Kenya. Then an epidemic
killed his pastoralist people's herds. Godhana chose to stay
and minister to the people there who were depending on him.
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MCC Financial
Income
U.S. contributions
Canada contributions*
Other contributions
Non-governmental grants
Governmental grants
SELFHELP Crafts
Investments earnings
Workers earnings, fees and miscellaneous
Material resources in kind—U.S.
Material resources in kind—Canada*
Expenses
International Program
Agriculture & integrated development
Emergency assistance
Economic & technical assistance
Education
Health
Social services
Religious & peace
SELFHELP Crafts
U.S. Domestic Program
Supporting activities
Fundraising
Material resources donated in kind
International
Domestic
Net increase in fund balance
Funds recovered from long-term assets
Net increase in funds available for operations

11,842,419
3,903,125
154,820
1,161,710
2,821,956
5,303,993
693,663
1,319,739
2,954,518
9,037,799

3,344,581
2,557,937
1,463,116
2,329,922
1,425,450
1,979,590
1,873,511
4,935,318
2,712,368
2,997,104
384,044
11,929,544
62,773
1,198,484
36,048
1,234,532

MCC U.S. Financial
MCC U.S.'s statement of income and disbursements is fully
consolidated into that of MCC.
Income

1,115,120
2,687,000
40,025
664,827
44,748
347,494
128,199
62,773
73,958

Expenses

U.S. Service Program
U.S. Peace and Justice Ministries
Mennonite Disaster Service
Mennonite Health Services
Urban Ministries
Material resources donated in kind
Other programs
Constituency Ministries
Regional activities

124,947
598,364

Net increase in fund balance
Funds applied to long-term assets
Net increase in funds available for operations

593,116
43,719
549,397

MCC Canada Financial**

*MCC income includes $15,558,848 U.S. from MCC Canada.

Designated contributions
General contributions allocated
Grant income
U.S. Service Program stipends
U.S. Peace and Justice Ministries revenue
Mennonite Health Services revenue
SWAP/DOOR
Material resources donated in kind
Other income

Executive office
Support services

1,100,322
408,575
350,791
427,345
204,930
62,773
68,972
276,830
947,179

Revenue

Contributions
Constituency
Other
Grants
CIDA
Other
Earned income
SELFHELP Crafts
Voluntary Service
Interest
Other
Material resources/food aid
Contribution
Grants
Interest and other

6,126,766
79,000
2,475,000
465,615
1,849,327
110,171
72,773
218,596
1,482,941
5,769,293
942,040

Expenditures

Program
Coordination
Development education
Disability concerns
Eastern regions
Employment concerns
Kanadier concerns
Material resources/food aid
Mennonite Central Committee
Mental health concerns
Native concerns
Other
Peace and social concerns
Refugee assistance
SELFHELP Crafts
Victim offender ministries
Women's concerns
General administration

239,355
66,953
27,094
389,125
406,820
329,134
8,026,994
6,523,689
66,723
135,773
172,938
65,713
64,470
1,923,309
90,700
33,232
582,740

Excess of revenue over expenditures
Equity at beginning of year
Equity at end of year

446,760
6,601,382
7,048,142

**in Canadian dollars
"report for the 10 months ended August 3 1 , 1992.
Audited financial statements are available from MCC, PO Box 500, Akron,
PA 17501-0500
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Angola
Botswana
Burkina Faso
Chad
Ethiopia
Kenya
Lesotho
Mozambique
Nigeria
South Africa
Sudan
Swaziland
Tanzania
Uganda
Zaire
Zambia
Zimbabwe

0
0
1
0
0
0
0
I
3
0
0
0
0
1
6
1
0

u

0
0
1
1
0
0
0
1
2
0
0
0
0
1
0
4
0

0
0
3
0
0
0
2
0
0
0
0
1
2
0
3
1
0

0
0
3
2

0
2

0
2
0
0
0
1
2

0
2
0
0
1
0
1
0
1
1
0
0
0

2
4
0
1
0
3
2
0
2
0
6
1
0
1
1
3
2
2

Bangladesh
Cambodia
China
India
Indonesia
Laos
Nepal
Philippines
Taiwan
Thailand
Vietnam

7
1
0
0
3
0
0
I
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

9
1
0
0
0
0
1
1
0
0
0

Croatia
Germany
Kazakhstan
Northern Ireland
Republic of Ireland
Russia
Switzerland

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

1
2
2

Bolivia
Brazil
Costa Rica
El Salvador
Guatemala
Haiti
Honduras
Jamaica
Mexico
Nicaragua
Panama YDT
Paraguay

7
2
0
1
0

4
3
0
2
2
1
0
1
0
2

3
2

Egypt
Jordan
Lebanon
Syria
West Bank
Canada - volunteer
- local VS
- salaried
United States - volunteer
- local VS
- salaried
- other

0
2
0
0
0
3
3
1
0
0
1
2
0
0
0
0
0

0
3
3
2
4
2
1
1
3
2
2
2
3
3
3
2
0

0
0
0
(I
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

2
9
II
9
4
10
8
4
11
2
10
6
7
7
13
11
3

1
0
0
0
0
0
0
3
0
2
0

0
3
2

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
1
0
0

0
3
0
0

1
4
0
1
0
1
1

0
2
0
0
0
4
5

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
1
0
0
0
0
0

2
9
2
1
3
5

6
0
0
0
0
1
1
4
1
1
0
0

5
3
0
3
1
1
2
1
0
1
0
0

5
2
2
1
2
4
2

0
0

0
0
2
0
1
1
2
2
0
0

4
4
0
5
1
3
2
4
0
2
0
2

3
4
1
0
0

1
5
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
6
2

0
0
0
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

35
21
2
12
9
19
9
15
7
10
6
4

0

0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0

1
0
0
0
0

11
1
0
0
2

0
0
0
0
0

2
3
2
1
2

0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0

14
4
2
1
4

1
1
1
0
0
0
0

2
0
0
2
2
0
0

11
38
20
30
7
48
3

1
0
1
4
0
0
0

5
1
3
6
3
2
0

30
19
16
26
2
4
2

19
25
61
32

9
0
0
0
0
0
0

1
0
0
0
0
0
3

79
84
102
100
17
167
11

9
1
1
0
1
0
0
0
0
0

0

0
0
0
0

0
14
0
0
0
0
2
0
1
3

5
3
0
2
5
1
2

0
0
0
3
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
0
0
0
1

2

3
113
3

24
9
14
2
8
2
5
10
1
6
5

U.S. service workers
(Includes Voluntary Service and Local Voluntary Service workers)
California
Colorado
District of Columbia
Florida
Georgia
Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Ohio
Oregon
Pennsylvania
South Dakota

2
2
6
13
6
1
18
8
1
3
54
3

Canadian service workers
(Includes Voluntary Service. Local Voluntary Service and SALT workers))
British Columbia
Alberta
Saskatchewan
Manitoba
Ontario
Quebec
Man times
Nfld./Labrador

29
9
12
48
47
3
6
9

6

Material resources in 1992
MCC shipped 56.8 million pounds (25.8 million kilograms) of material
resources to 34 countries in 1992. Of that. 56.4 million pounds (25.6 million
kilograms) were food resources, including beans, corn, flour, meat, milk, oil,
rice and wheat. Other items shipped were:
30.188 blankets, comforters and quilts
5,977 layettes
2,409 sheets
2,665 towels
10,858 health kits
17.883 school kits
6,655 sewing kits
12.032 pounds (5.469 kilograms) fabrics
9,181 pounds (4,173 kilograms) bandages
65,586 pounds (29,812 kilograms) of medical supplies valued at $499,748
63,357 pounds (28,799 kilograms) of soap
164.176 pounds (74.625 kilograms) of clothing
304.962 pounds (138,619 kilograms) of canned meat

15 MCC Contact/February 1993

l

From left, John A.
Lapp, MCC executive
secretary; Lynette Y.
Meek, MCC U.S.
executive secretary;
Daniel Zehr, MCC
Canada executive
director.

Message from the executive
secretary
GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD
Food was as important to Jesus as to us. Numerous times in
the Gospels we are told Jesus had a meal at a home with
friends, sometimes with publicans and sinners. Several of his
miracles involved food because he was "moved with
compassion." Bread and wine were the centerpiece of the
eucharist meal. Jesus taught us to pray "Give us this day our
daily bread."
As people who believe "no one can truly know Jesus except
they follow him in life," it is no accident that food has been
an important part of our mission. Mennonite overseas
missions in India grew out of famine relief. Food distribution
has often been essential in North American urban mission.
When MCC began in 1920, shipping food and increasing
food production were part of our first response to world need.
In 1923 Levi Mumaw, secretary-treasurer of MCC, reported
that MCC had spent $1 million U.S. for food, clothing,
tractors and refugee resettlement during the previous 30
months. At the height of that activity, MCC fed 35,000
people a day.
vi

ill!

Since 1920 food distribution and production have been core
dimensions of nearly every major MCC activity. 1992 was a
record year when MCC provided more than 25,000 tons of
food that supplied the critical part of the diet for more than
2,075,000 people for a month. The value of this food —
wheat, corn, meat, beans, cooking oil, milk powder, seeds —
was more than $12 million U.S./$15 million Cdn.
Give us this daily "our" daily bread is not only an individual
prayer. When Jesus prayed, it was for all people. When we
pray these words, we too pray that God will supply food for
all people, especially the world's needy. MCC serves the
Mennonite and Brethren in Christ churches of North America
as a way of putting this prayer into action. God-talk must
involve God-walk. Our prayers should be more than words;
our actions are essential to our prayers.

Material resource
projects
•••
(April) Health kits: MCC will
send 5,000 health kits to
Nicaragua. To prepare a
health kit, place these items
in an 8- by 10-inch (18- by
25-centimeter) drawstring
bag: 1 toothbrush (adult
small size), 1 tube
toothpaste (6-7 oz. or 168196 g squeeze tube), 1 bar
soap (4-5 oz. or 112-140 g),
1 nail clipper with file, and 1
hand towel (larger than
fingertip, bright or dark
color).

• ••
(May) Sewing kits: This year
MCC will send 900 sewing
kits to Haiti. To prepare a
sewing kit, place these
items in an 8-by 10-inch (18by 25-centimeter) cloth
drawstring bag: 1 metric
tape measure, 2 spools of
black and 2 spools of white
dual purpose thread, 1
thimble, 1 pair dressmaker
scissors (7 or 8 inches), 1
package each of needles,
hooks and eyes, and straight
pins, several safety pins and
snap fasteners.

• ••
(June) School kits: MCC will
send 2,800 school kits to
Haiti this year. To prepare a
school kit, place these items
in a 10- by 16-inch (25- by
41-centimeter) drawstring
bag: 4 unsharpened pencils,
1 plastic metric ruler (30
centimeters long), 4 spiral
notebooks (a bit smaller
than the cloth bag and about
75 pages each), 1 package
of 12 to 16 crayons or
colored pencils and 1 pencil
eraser.

(April) Health care in
Jamaica: An MCC nurse
conducts health clinics
in three rural Jamaican
communities where
diabetes and high blood
pressure are common.
$1 U.S./S1.25 Cdn. buys a
glucose stick for a blood
sugar test. $66 U.S./
$82.50 Cdn. helps buy
medications and other
supplies for a clinic for a
month. Please include
project number B920-40
with your contribution.

•••
(May) Household items for
Mozambican refugees:
Swaziland hosts about
30,000 Mozambican
refugees who arrive often
carrying only grim war
stories. $40 U.S./S50 Cdn.
buys household items for
a refugee family.
$60 U.S./ $75 Cdn. buys
bedding for a family.
Please include project
number B639-20 with your
contribution.

• ••
(June) Mexican children
with special needs: A
Hispanic Mennonite
church in Mexico City
plans to tutor about 15
neighborhood children
with special needs in
reading, writing and
mathematics. $10
U.S./S12.50 Cdn. buys
school supplies for one
child. $200 U.S./S250
Cdn. buys teaching aids.
Please include project
number B921-50 with your
contribution.

o
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cash project-

• • • John A. Lapp
MCC Executive Secretary

J

Cash projects
•••
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Small group discussion at the
Anabaptist seminar in Bogota.

were born, using portions of the book
Evangelicalism and Anabaptism edited by Kraus.
One of the conference methods
used in the seminar was to enlist various participants to read portions of
the 16th century Anabaptist texts, and
receive comments from the entire
group about the most important aspects of each writing. Small groups
were also formed to do Bible studies
on the doctrine of holiness in 1 John,
1 Peter, Colossians, and Ephesians.
A memorable moment of the
weekend was Saturday evening, during the session on "The Cross, Suffering and Discipleship." The early
Anabaptists' experience of persecution had been related to holiness
through a study of 1 Peter, and as a
vivid illustration we listened to Pedro
Contreras from the Niza IX church
dramatically read the account of
Michael Sattler's trial, taken from
Howard Yoder's Text from 16th Century Anabaptists. Immediately afterwards, the group watched a section
of the video "The Radicals," also
depicting Sattler's life, trial, and martyrdom.
Sunday sessions focused on Anabaptist views of holiness in the life
of the church along with a Bible study
on Ephesians. Monday's session featured a discussion of Ron Sider's article "Easy Believism," also in Evangelicalism and Anabaptism, regarding what evangelicals can learn from
Anabaptists and what Anabaptists can
learn from mainline evangelicals. A
communion service fittingly concluded the seminar, and after goodbyes and "holy" (Colombian) kisses
and hugs, the Brethren in Christ
group pulled together once again to
clean up the daycare center in readiness for children the next day.
All weekend, the Niza IX congregation under Bob Geiger's leadership
did an outstanding job of organizing
registration, leading music, and providing breakfasts and light suppers,
March'1993

all with little or no kitchen facilities,
leaky roofs, cramped quarters and the
inevitable several hours a day without
electricity due to government energy
rationing.
Unlike many of the previous Anabaptist seminars, this year's group
had an uncommonly low representation of pastors and a very high percentage of lay people and even very
new believers. Many of those from
the Niza IX church had never heard a
clear explanation of the meaning of
"Anabaptist" and appeared to be
pleased to discover and identify with
many aspects of this heritage. It was
amazing to see how the 16th century
European Christians whose writing
we studied could be so relevant to
20th century Colombian believers.
But the same costly discipleship, holy
living, and speaking out against a corrupt and unjust society strike a note
with the context that surrounds
Colombia. Near the end of the seminar, a proposal was raised to publish a
letter in the name of the Anabaptist
churches in response to the recently
heightened conflict and the declared
"war on subversives" in Colombia.
To both government and guerrilla
leaders, this would be a statement
reflecting our rejection of terrorism,
manipulation, and violent tactics and
our support of initiatives toward dialogue, justice, and peace.
Those who registered for credit
and handed in their assignments

received three credits from the
Colombian Mennonite seminary. But
most were just satisfied with the
deepened biblical perspective and
profound new insights they had
received. Niza IX "servant" Edgar
Franco summarized as he finished the
last clean-up chores: "The conference
has made me incredibly appreciative
of being Anabaptist, but even more,
the smooth working together that
enabled us to pull off the event makes
me proud of my congregation and of
being Brethren in Christ."
Nancy Peterman ministers with the Brethren in Christ Church in Bogota in areas of
youth and children's ministries, community
outreach, and leadership development.

An Institute for Church Leaders Conducted by
the Lombard Mennonite Peace Center

Mediation Skills
Training
May 17-21, 1993
Conrad Grebel College
Waterloo, Ontario

Learn the skills for managing
conflict—instead of letting
conflict manage you.
Call to request your registration brochure with
further information. Register early since
attendance will be limited.
Mennonite and Brethren in Christ
Conciliation Service
50 Kent Ave., Kitchener, ON N2G 3R1
(519)745-8458
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Zambian food-forwork projects avert
famine; seeds bring
hope for
new beginnings
by Pearl Sensenig
Several hundred Zambians—mostly women, some with
babies bobbing on their backs—hoed ditches and patched
potholes to improve the road to Sikalongo. They received
corn, a Zambian staple, for their labor.
This food-for-work project and hundreds of others
throughout Zambia helped avert the widespread famine
experts predicted following drought and crop failure in
1992, says Harriet Sider Bicksler.
Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) donated food for
the food-for-work projects as well as seeds for the new
planting season.
Bicksler, MCC U.S. board member, and a member of
the Grantham (Pa.) Brethren in Christ Church, visited
Sikalongo and Macha, two Brethren in Christ communities
in southern Zambia, in December.
Government and private agencies, including MCC, provided food; local committees chose community projects,
organized work teams, took attendance, and kept track of
food distribution. For every five people in a household, one
person worked 15 days to earn 50 kilograms of corn to feed
the family.
This combination of outside resources and local initiative proved highly successful, says Bicksler. MCC, in
cooperation with Canadian Foodgrains Bank, shipped 1.7
million pounds (775,000 kilograms) of corn and beans to
Zambia in 1992. The food was valued at about $250,000
($312,500 Cdn).
"We thought we would starve," people told Bicksler
frequently during her visit. Food-for-work made all the
difference, they said.
Most food-for-work took place the last six months of
1992. By mid-January 1993, 1,000 people had labored in
food-for-work programs in Sikalongo, feeding about
20,000 people. At Macha, 18,000 people worked, feeding
about 100,000 people there.
In addition to getting food to the neediest families, foodfor-work projects fostered community spirit.
The rains have started now but people continue working
together to finish projects such as bridges and schools,
says Bicksler. In some villages people cooperated in planting fields, a task previously done individually.
MCC workers in Zambia report rains are plentiful and
18

Women earn corn for their labor in this food-for-work project.
Hundreds of similar projects throughout Zambia helped avert
the famine experts predicted following drought and crop failure
in 1992.
at normal levels. Planting is almost complete and crops are
coming up.
In the spring and summer of 1992, MCC constituents
contributed $294,135 for seeds for drought-stricken southern African countries. Zambia received seeds valued at
$29,000; the rest went to Mozambique, Malawi, and Zimbabwe.
"These seeds were a sign of hope, a symbol of a new
beginning," says Bicksler who visited several Zambian
families as they prepared their fields for planting and began
cultivating seedlings.
By February 1992, Zambians had realized lack of rain
would damage crops, so government, church, and community leaders immediately began planning drought-relief
programs. This early planning was instrumental in warding
off disaster.
Although Zambians did not starve during the drought,
they endured many hardships—wells dried up, livestock
died, and food prices soared. Additionally the drought
etched fear in people's minds, making them wonder if it
could happen again.
January and February are crucial growing months in
the Southern Hemisphere; Zambians pray adequate rainfall
will continue.
Evangelical Visitor

od at work In our world
Some of these folks may have been
ing to Christianity. The Chinese Bible
here when the Cagua work teams
Pete gave him he devoured in one
Mary Olive Lady—Sikalongo Mission, passed through. Most have been attendmonth. How hungry can one be?!
Zambia
ing the church for about two years. All
At the end of a short Bible reading in
have gone through extensive discipling.
When I returned from furlough, one
the apartment English class, Yi, recentThey have all shown commitment and
goal was a closer contact with students
ly arrived, asked with childlike simdedication to God and to the church
at the secondary school. This happened
plicity, "Is Jesus real? I never heard
through their attendance and service.
first through prayer meetings. Each
about him in China." Two ladies in the
Some are now involved in the theologweek all the Sunday school teachers
class who had attended the summer
ical training course that Eugene
gather for a time of prayer before going
Tuesday-at-Ten Bible study zeroed in
Madeira set up.
to teach their classes. More than half of
and explained in Chinese that Jesus is
the teachers are senior students, who
One woman, Yajaira, was the first
indeed real.
teach the younger classes. Their freeperson Tim baptized as a new pastor.
Another new English student, "Q,"
dom is refreshing—with prayer that sets
She walked away from God for quite
had spent two months in Australia in
the tone for the rest of us.
awhile, and now, as a rededicated Chrisconnection with her job in China. There
tian, she is taking big steps with the
When we move on to our classes, I
she was given a Bible, but she said, "No
Lord. Four of the new members are two
have 50-60 grade-eleven students
one showed me how to use it." She
sets of sisters. Two women met the
squeezed into one room—hardly an
brought along to the Bible study a well
Lord, then went out and brought their
ideal setting for discussion. But the link
preserved, wrapped-in-newspaper,
sisters. Sound like a Bible story? Two
is there. As they drop by the Christian
Gideon Bible in King James English.
are a couple who had been attending
education office to chat, I am able to
"R," mother of delightful, five-yearSan Juan until they had to move out of
pass on helpful reading material. There
old
Tammy, has been coming to Bible
the city for economic reasons. They
has also been opportunity for followstudy
on Wednesday nights and shownow ride the bus two hours one way, I
through with students whom I couning
a
very
open heart to spiritual truth,
believe, to come to church. Still anothseled during our recent revival meetbut
she
needs
to understand the basics.
er was on the verge of suicide when she
ings.
She
is
especially
thankful to have found
came to the Lord. The change in that
The primary school children come
a
caring
group
as
she was warned in
young woman is incredible!
to the office to buy exercise books for
China before she came that Americans
I wanted to share the wonderful
school. My Tonga works with the chilwould not befriend her.
dren ! Their faces light up with pleasure things the Lord is doing so that our
With the four above being in spirituprayer supporters can be encouraged.
when they receive a picture or Sunday
al
kindergarten
and needing to start
We
are
seeing
that
these
last
two
years
school paper along with their purchase.
from
square
one,
we've begun another
have been strengthening years for the
We are grateful to the Manor congregaBible
study,
again
using the Foundachurch—that those people who began
tion, which sends us their extras.
tions
for
Faith
series.
At the end of sestwo years ago as baby Christians with
sion
two,
"J"
stayed
on
asking quesmega-problems are now contributing
tions from his Bible reading. We finalmembers of the Brethren in Christ. We
ly caught on that he wanted to know
are praying that the cycle will repeat
how
to become a Christian. He acceptitself—that the Lord will bring us the
Martha Giles—Caracas, Venezuela
ed
Jesus
that night but admitted that he
next batch of baby Christians to nurstill
had
a
query about the resurrection.
ture. Isn't he wonderful?!
December 6 was an unusual day for
(Remember,
the disciples did, too.)
us, both in the country of Venezuela and
Now he's reading Josh McDowell's
in our San Juan congregation. It was
Evidence That Demands a Verdict in
election day for governors, mayors and
Chinese; he likes the logic of it. It's an
Mini
Stern—Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania
the like across the country, and it was
inspiration to watch him grow.
membership Sunday for us.
We are aware that someone out there
is praying for us. James says that the
The spiritual understanding of "Q"
You are aware that we are a very
prayer of a righteous person is powerful
and "R" is like the unfolding of a rose in
small church (six active members), and
and effective. This is the only explanaJune. "Q" begs her husband to come
for the few Sundays before—with the
tion we can give for our recent findwith her to "study Bible," but he's
attempted coup and the heavy rains—
ings. We'd like to tell about four people.
afraid he won't be able to believe. We
our attendance had been quite low. Yet
assured her all he needs to do is examon that day we received into member"J," a tall, good-looking Chinese feline the record; no one is forced to
ship nine new people. This is really evilow, came to English class and then to
believe. Pray for the spouses of these
dence that God is the one who has been
Bible study with Jim. Extremely bright,
four people.
•
working.
he was intrigued with discussions relat-

Youth and children

Members one of
another

Praying them in
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Qfwrck [\Jews
Allegheny Conference

Atlantic Conference

The Sojourners Class and the youth of the
Air Hill congregation, Chambersburg, Pa., went
skiing at Whitehall on Jan. 16. • An arts and
crafts auction is planned for Mar. 8 by the
Chambersburg congregation, with proceeds
going toward refurbishing the fellowship hall. •
The Living Fire youth group of the Fairview
Ave. church, Waynesboro, Pa., visited shut-ins
on Jan. 6. The Christian Service Brigade had a
swim night Jan. 8. • Member Jill McKee of the
Five Forks congregation, Waynesboro, has left
for a teaching assignment in Tegucigalpa, Honduras. Twelve members were received Jan. 24,
11 by baptism. • On Jan. 24 and 31 the Hollowell church, Waynesboro, saw the Dobson film
series, "Children at Risk."
On Jan. 18 the Martinsburg, Pa., congregation hosted a World Week of Prayer service with
speaker Charles Dorsey of the Penna. Council of
Churches. The youth led Sunday school classes
and worship on Jan. 31. • Leroy Eberly was the
Jan. 20 guest speaker at the Montgomery
church, Mercersburg, Pa. • The New Guilford
church, Chambersburg, Pa., planned a spaghetti
dinner Feb. 14 to celebrate its senior citizens. •
Lawton Jacobs shared with the Springhope congregation, Schellsburg, Pa., in Jan. 10 communion and footwashing services. • The Van Lear
congregation, Williamsport, Md.,reportsaverage
attendance grew from 28 in July 1992 to 48 by
December.

John Byerly of the police department was
the guest trumpeter Jan. 10 for the Conoy congregation, Elizabethtown, Pa. • A new group at
the Cross Roads church, Mount Joy, Pa., is
Women Inspiring, Nurturing, Growing, Sharing
(WINGS). The first meeting was on "controlling clutter" with speaker Jeannie Angelo. • The
Elizabethtown congregation enjoyed a winter
banquet Jan. 30 at Country Table. The youth
group roller skated on Jan. 19. • On Jan. 17 the
Fairland congregation, Cleona, Pa., received 11
new members. A dedication service was held
Jan. 31 for the church renovations. • The Free
Grace congregation, Millersburg, Pa., is planning a Hurricane Andrew relief trip Mar. 7-13. •
Eat Out Together Sunday was Jan. 31 for the
Harrisburg congregation at a local restaurant.
The winter council concentrated on church
growth issues.
A sermon "Teach Us to Pray" opened the
Jan. 3-10 week of prayer and fasting emphasis at
the Hummelstown, Pa., church. • In January
the Lancaster, Pa., church sponsored an evening dedicated to intergenerational communication: a parent-teen variation of the Newlywed
Game; and speaker Rowland Shank, Sr. Stuart
Kelly led discipleship meetings Feb. 7-10. • The
Manor congregation, Mountville, Pa., received
26 new members on Jan. 3. Member John Kibler
Sr. left Jan. 6 for ministry in Haiti. • On Jan. 17
Stuart and Doris Heisey from Macha Mission,
Zambia, spoke in the morning service of the
Mastersonville church, Manheim, Pa. The Pioneer Clubs award service was in the evening. •
The Montoursville, Pa., church has been concentrating on outreach activities, with many visitors to Christmas services, and a volleyball team
outreach.
Bishop Hoffman brought greetings to the Mt
Pleasant church, Mount Joy, Pa., on Jan. 24. •
On Jan. 19 the Palmyra, Pa., congregation
enjoyed a Kung Fu demonstration of the martial
arts. The quiz team sold homemade candy
recently to raise money for their trip to Canada.
• The Pequea church, Lancaster, Pa., recently
hosted renewal services: Feb. 7 (Carl Shank),
Feb. 14, 21 (Ken Hepner), and Feb. 28 (David
Hall). • Rev. Gerald Garber spoke Jan. 17 to the
Refton, Pa., church as part of the Willow Street
ministerium's pulpit exchange. • On Jan. 24 the
Silverdale, Pa., congregation had a special presentation of the church budget, with the purpose

Minister of Youth and Young Adults
wanted for the Grantham Brethren in
Christ Church. This full-time position
provides programming, discipleship,
and pastoral care for approximately
65 youth and 30 young adults. We are
seeking a person who has youth ministry as his/her vision, a Master of
Divinity or equivalent, and an evangelical commitment informed by an
Anabaptist vision of the church. Send
resume to The Grantham Church,
Grantham PA 17027.

Position open
Gift Planning Officer
Full-time employment involves executing a long-range program to secure
outright and deferred gifts for the
Operational, Capital, and Endowment
Fund needs of Messiah Village.
Appropriate education, computer
experience, and ability to verbally
communicate with others required. If
interested, please contact Keith Ulery,
Messiah Village, 100 Mt. Allen Dr.,
Mechanicsburg PA 17055.
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Camp Manager
Camp Lakeview, near Goodrich,
Mich., has an opening this summer for a resident full-time manager. Direct inquiries to Rev.
Randy Penhorwood, 17347 Martin Rd., Roseville, MI 48066,
phone (313) 772-6142

of giving adequate time to it and keeping the
annual council meeting a reasonable length.
The Skyline View congregation, Harrisburg,
Pa., recently helped provide furnishings and
clothing for a community family burned out of
their home. All-church roller skating was Jan. 18.
• The Souderton, Pa., church participated in the
Jan. 7 Red Cross blood drive, with a goal of 45
donors. • Membership classes began in February
at the Speedwell Heights church, Lititz, Pa. Old
nylons and a large needle were the necessary
items for craft night, Jan. 19, to make "stuffed
potatoes." • Jacob Bowers led revival meetings
Feb. 25-29 for the Stowe, Pa., congregation. •
The Summit View church, New Holland, Pa.,
received a challenge grant offer from the Atlantic
Conference Board for Evangelism and Church
Planting to have a "phones for you" project in
1993.

Canadian Conference
Pastor Kelly of the Bridlewood church,
Agincourt, Ont., taught a course Jan. 24—Feb.
28 on lifestyle evangelism. • A potluck supper,
singing, and table games were all part of the
New Year's Eve festivities at the Cheapside
church, Nanticoke, Ont. • On Jan. 12-15 Pastor
Lloyd and Ruth Griffith of the Delisle, Sask.,
congregation attended the Western Canada pastors and wives retreat in Banff, Alb. • The January and February sermons at the Falls View
church, Niagara Falls, Ont., had to do with "Priorities and Profiles." An MCC representative
spoke on Feb. 21. • The youth group of the
Heise Hill church, Gormley, Ont., had a Jan. 22
"mall invasion with a special mission described
by Captain Hava Ball of the 47th division."
The Sound of Triumph Quartet ministered
in the Jan. 24 service of the Kindersley, Sask.,
church. On Jan. 31 the church planned to vote on
whether to purchase the Norman Ritchie Community Centre as their future house of worship.
• Al Regier of the Saskatoon YFC spoke Dec. 27
to the Massey Place congregation, Saskatoon,
Sask., on "The Day After Christmas Blues." •
On Jan. 10 Bishop Shaw spoke at the 11th
anniversary celebration of the North East Community congregation, Calgary, Alb. In the evening John and Kathy Oostra spoke about their
plans to serve with Trans World Radio. • The
Oak Ridges, Ont., church recently participated
in the greater Toronto "Why" campaign by purchasing and distributing to the community 700
books titled Why Am I On This Earth?
The kitchen committee of the Port Colborne, Ont., church hosted an international dinner Jan. 22 with donations to go toward carpet
for the new basement area. • On Jan. 15 Bob
Leadley led a seminar for the Ridgemount congregation, Hamilton, Ont., on "Managing
Finances in Stressful Times." Monique Tute was
guest musician in the Jan. 24 service. • The
Rosebank church, Petersburg, Ont., hosted the
Jan. 15-17 jr. high youth retreat with speaker
Martha Lockwood. Her Sunday morning message was "Be a Risk Taker for God." • The
Evangelical Visitor

church board and deacons of the Sherkston,
Ont., congregation had a retreat Jan. 22-23. The
youth had a Superbowl sub-making night on Jan.
30. • The Upper Oaks congregation, Oakville,
Ont., had a winter retreat at Camp Kahquah Feb.
19-21. • On Jan. 9 John and Ethel Sider shared
with the Westheights congregation, Kitchener,
Ont., about their work in Mexico.

Central Conference
On Jan. 31 the Amherst congregation, Massillon, Ohio, had a food ingathering for the local
food pantry. • At the Bethel church, Merrill,
Mich., 22 persons received perfect Sunday
school attendance awards for 1992. Eleven people read through the Bible. • On Jan. 6 Bob
Seever, the new county Child Evangelism director, spoke at the MPF meeting of the Beulah
Chapel church, Springfield, Ohio. • The New
Year's Eve gathering of the Christian Union
church, Garrett, Ind., included viewing videos
of the 1991 and 1992 Christmas activities. • The
Fairview church, Englewood, Ohio, has two
large new banners decorating the sanctuary. The
pastors are urging more Bible reading and Bible
cassette listening in 1993.
As part of its "priorities" focus, the Lakeview congregation, Goodrich, Mich., began a
class using Life With Cod: Being the Church
which resulted in nine persons baptized. An
intermediate discipleship class is currently being
taught with 10 enrolled; the evangelism course,
"Living Proof runs weekly with 14. • The youth
group and young families of the Nappanee, Ind.,
congregation enjoyed a Super Bowl Extravaganza on Jan. 31. • The Northgate Christian
Fellowship, Tipp City, Ohio, had family skating
Jan. 9 and and a carry-in meal Jan. 10. • The
Pleasant Hill, Ohio, congregation had a Jan. 20
soup supper. • The Sippo Valley congregation,
Massillon, Ohio, celebrated a missions emphasis
on Jan. 24. • Ed Rickman was speaker at the
Feb. 15 sweetheart banquet of the Union Grove
congregation, New Paris, Ind.

Midwest Conference
The Abilene, Kan., church hosted the area
fifth Sunday service with the Heiberts and their
dulcimer music. • The Bethany church,
Thomas, Okla., had Jan. 24-31 revival services
with Charles and Elaine Norman. Fifty-three
people, ages 6-80 have signed up to read the
Bible through daily in the "Discover Life" program. • The Mound Park (Dallas Center, Iowa)
and Rosebank (Hope, Kan.) congregations had
covered dish dinners before their council meetings on Jan. 24. • A concert of prayer preceded
the council Jan. 17 of the Oklahoma City, Okla.,
congregation.

Pacific Conference
The January sermon series by Pastor Thrush
of the Chino, Calif., congregation was on
money. On Jan. 31 the youth group led an evening share and care birthday celebration. • One
person was baptized Dec. 27 into the Moreno
congregation, Moreno Valley, Calif. On Jan. 10,
the church discussed beginning a gang ministry.
• A pastor's membership class began Jan. 10 at
the Ontario, Calif., church. • On Jan. 20 tutoring opportunities for students began at the PacifMarch 1993

E.V. Timelines^
100 Years Ago
Mar. 1, 1893 issue—Maud Hout, on the head covering: "It is a
power to us; not for personal attraction but power unto salvation. It
helps me in conversation to remember myself, and I believe it has
shielded me from things that are sometimes said to us
I can honestly say there is more power in it than an ordinary or common article.
And, O sisters! do we not need the power?"
Same issue—"The Wisdom of Wives" by A. Bearss: "The cultivation of
the moral strength and the active energies of a woman's mind . . . will make
a woman a happy wife and mother.... Lay aside all customs and let women
have their rights, and by all means allow them a voice to decide for the benefit of the moral intelligence of the rising generation, and we would in time
have a noticeable reform throughout our land. It belongs to women to work
a reform in this matter, they must 'declare their independence' and sustain
each other in assuming a prerogative which rightly belongs to them. A man's
wife often knows more than he knows about a great many things...."

75 Years Ago
Mar. 11, 1918 issue—Among the questions to come before the Penna.
State Council: (1) What are the official duties toward members who have
gradually gone back until there is no love for, or fellowship with the church?
(2) Does the church permit, encourage or enjoin the ordination of the wife of
an official when the official has been ordained before his marriage or re-marriage? (3) Question of properly caring for the spiritual needs of the brethren
in military camp. (4) Should the church engage in business enterprises that
involvefinancialrisks?(5) What is, or should be, the official relation of the
Grantham church to students of the school who are members of other districts?

50 Years Ago
Mar. 1, 1943 issue—In 'To the Preachers of the Social Gospel": "This is
the doctrine that Jesus Christ came to reform society (whatever 'society'
may be!); that He came to abate the evils of selfishness, give a larger 'vision'
to mankind; and, through His example and precepts, bring about such a
change in human affairs . . . as would realize all man's deep longings for a
peaceful, happy existence upon earth. .. . Now, the first place, Jesus Christ
came to save sinners, not 'society.'... It flatters men's vanity, of course, and
shelters them from conviction, to be dealt with as 'society,' and not as guilty
souls
So, O social gospeller, who would go about to bring in a 'new social
order'? You are left alone to do it yourself, without that regeneration by the
Holy Spirit which alone truly saves men."

25 Years Ago
Mar. 11, 1968 editorial: "Our nation and society are in deep trouble. One
of the obvious manifestations of this crisis is the racial tension with its threat
of violence
The solutions offered—jobs, education, housing, justice and
equality of opportunity—will require the efforts and cooperation of all sectors
of our society
'What is the Christian's role?'... Our individual witness
should be on the side of human rights.... The church needs to assist those who
have the opportunity to becomefirstclass citizens to assume the responsibilities which this brings; to experience the spiritual life which undergirds these
responsibilities; and to place spiritual and eternal values in proper perspective....
There is both the message and the ministry of reconciliation. It is doubtful if
they will listen to the message unless they have seen and felt the ministry.

10 Years Ago
March 1983 issue—LeRoy Walters, Jr., in "What is happening in genetic engineering": "To develop gene therapy as a cure for genetic diseases
would not be playing God. Rather, it would be playing responsible human
being, by seeking to alleviate the suffering of our fellow-creatures."
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Five
reasons
to die
without
a will

There must be powerful reasons to avoid a will, because so many people die
without one. Just in case you happen to be one of the 7 out of 10 who will depart
sans will, here are five reasons to buttress your position. Your can use these to help
you sleep at night.
1. The state can do a better job deciding how to disperse my assets than I can.
2. The state can choose a better personal representative to handle my estate
during probate than I can.
3. The state can choose a better guardian for my minor children than I can.
4. The government will use my estate tax dollars better than my favorite
charity would use as a charitable bequest.
5. My grieving loved ones will be better off looking after my affairs without
my will.
Powerful reasons? Hardly. Nonetheless, people unwittingly affirm these reasons
year after year as they continue to put off the minor inconvenience of preparing a
will. Your friends at Board for Stewardship Services urge you to take action now.
Your family will appreciate it. The charities you support will appreciate it. And you
will appreciate the peace of mind you get from fulfilling this, one of your most
important stewardship responsibilities.
If you need an estate planning attorney, we'll assist you with a suggested list of
names and addresses, professionals we have worked with in the past. S. Lane
Hostetter, our planned giving director, can help you with this. He will provide you
with helpful printed material on making a will and, if you like, supply information
on ways you can include charitable giving in your plans.
While you'll still need to have a contact with your professional advisor for
expert counsel, an advance meeting with Lane may be helpful. His services are
available to you without any obligation whatsoever. You can contact Lane through
the stewardship office by calling (717) 697-2634.
Caring for the disposition of your assets is just too important to delay. It's
important for you, for your loved ones, and for the ongoing health of the churches
and charities which you care about and support.
Perhaps you would benefit from learning about wills. For printed material on
making your will or to request a personal visit, please complete and mail the
coupon below.

Please complete and mail to:
If you do not
wish to cut up
your magazine,
simply provide
this information
on a separate
sheet ofpaper.

Planned Giving Office
Brethren in Christ Church
P.O. Box 290
Grantham, PA 17027
Q I (we) do not have a current will.
0 Please send free literature about making a will.
• Please contact me about a personal visit or other assistance.
• I (we) have a current will.
• I have provided for Brethren in Christ ministries in my will.
Please include additional information you may want us to know:

Name:

Phone: (

).

Address:.
City:
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State/Prov.:

Postal Code:
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ic Highway church, Salem, Ore., as outreach to
the Lake Labish community. • Brian McDonald
recently resigned as youth director of the
Upland, Calif., church. Paul and Audry Eberhard, Honduras missionaries, spoke on Jan. 3.

For The Record

Southeast Conference

Births

The ladies fellowship of the Community
Bible church, Sarasota, Fla., began monthly
home meetings on Jan. 21. • Former pastor Larry
Steffee preached on Jan. 31 to the Holden Park
congregation, Orlando, Fla. • Melanie Perkins of
the Millerfields congregation, Columbia, Ky.,
shared on Jan. 31 about her experiences as an
exchange student in Mexico. • The Pomeroy
Chapel congregation, Smithville, Tenn., reports
three baptized recently. Robert Layne was guest
speaker Dec. 27. • Everyone of the Winchester,
Va., congregation was urged to bring either a
red, pink, or heart-shaped salad and dessert to the
Feb. 14 evening meal.

Bauman: Danelle Lynn, Jan. 1; Troy and
Jeseen (Dourte) Bauman, Speedwell Heights
congregation, Pa.
Boyer: Brent Michael, Dec. 30; Scott and
Toni (Carotto) Boyer, Conoy congregation, Pa.
Burkholder: Aaron Wesley, Dec. 21; Leon
and Robin (Parker) Burkholder, New Guilford
congregation, Pa.
ByDeLey: Preston Alexander, Jan. 3; Derrick and Monica (Gehman) ByDeLey, Palmyra
congregation, Pa.
Chapman: Stefanie Michele, Jan. 14; Brian
and Darlene (Myers) Chapman, Elizabethtown
congregation, Pa.
Ferguson: Jordan Tyler, Dec. 18; Farley and

Susquehanna Conference
The Big Valley congregation, Belleville, Pa.,
took part in the conference offering to help with
JoLene Hawbaker's expenses on her MCC study
tour to Africa. • On Jan. 10 the Carlisle, Pa.,
church saw a video showing what happened after
Hurricane Andrew through Homestead Mennonite Church. Other ministries sharing news were
Habitat for Humanity and the Bronx ministry
trip participants. • Understanding PMS was the
Jan. 26 topic for the Ladies in Fellowship group
of the Cedar Grove church, Mifflintown, Pa.
The Ministers of Music were in concert Jan. 17.
• One person was baptized Jan. 24 at the Colyer
church, Centre Hall, Pa. • The Cumberland
Valley church, Dillsburg, Pa., had a sledding
and games night Jan. 16.
On Jan. 17 the Fairview congregation,
Reesers Summit, Pa., took a love offering for a
Christian and Missionary Alliance church that
burned. The church's 1993 goals are: 25 converts; 25 percent growth in membership (8); and
25 percent increase in Sunday school and worship attendance. • The newsletter staff of the
Grantham, Pa., church is compiling a business
directory with the purpose of increasing awareness of the services and businesses the church
family offers. • The youth of the Jemison Valley congregation, Westfield, Pa., had a sausagemaking day Jan. 16. The church participated Feb.
6 in a Boy's Brigade leadership training day. •
The Locust Grove congregation, York, Pa.,
recently took in three new members.
The Marsh Creek congregation, Howard,
Pa., had a hymnsing on Jan. 31. • The Mechanicsburg, Pa., church saw the Tony Campolo
video "Who Switched the Price Tags?" on Jan. 7,
Feb. 7, 21, and Mar. 7. • Alvin and Thata Book
were missionary speakers Jan. 7 for the Messiah
Village congregation, Mechanicsburg. • On Jan.
10 the Morning Hour Chapel congregation,
East Berlin, Pa., joined the Baptist Church for a
songfest. The church is encouraging listening to
Bible tapes. • "Hands-on Education" was the
topic of the Sunday school staff meeting Jan. 5 at
the Roseglen church, Duncannon, Pa. • The
Wesley church, Mt. Holly Springs, Pa., had a
fellowship meal and council meeting Jan. 17. •
The West Shore congregation, Mechanicsburg,
recently welcomed Bryan Potteiger as youth pastor.
March 1993

Coming

Because January had a fifth Sunday which was the day before the
February 1 news deadline, many
bulletins arrived too late for publication in this March issue. Also, if
you send newsletters and bulletins
which are stapled, be aware that
letters intended for other people
often slip inside during the mailing
process. A letter for an enlistee in
the army arrived here stuck inside
a newsletter. She is probably wondering why her parents don't
write. Please use an envelope for
your mailings. Remember to
remove bulletin inserts which have
nothing to do with church news—
save yourself some postage.

Together

50

years

MEMORIAL HOLINESS CAMP
July 17-25,1993

The Golden Anniversary Camp Meeting
July 17-25
A time for
of God's work over 50 years of camp meeting
During the celebration week many windows into the past will be
opened. The 50th anniversary picture book will be available for purchase. An extensive collection of camp meeting memorabilia will be
on display with many items available at the auction on Saturday,
July 25. People who have been part of the camp development will
intersperse stories of grace along with the ministry of preaching and
teaching.
Program inquiries: Hank Chafin (513) 275-2396
Lodging information: Bob Fillers (513) 849-0645
Memorial Holiness Camp is located near West Milton, Ohio
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Retreat for caregivers May 14-15 in Ontario
A retreat for caregivers is being sponsored by Women's Concerns and Mental
Health and Disabilities programs of MCC
Canada. The retreat will take place May
14-15,1993, at Notre Dame Retreat Centre, Waterdown, Ontario. It is open to
caregivers who work either professionally or in a volunteer capacity with persons directly affected by domestic and
sexual abuse and who bring a faith perspective to their work.

The retreat will focus on the needs of
caregivers and seek to provide spiritual
and emotional renewal.
Martha Smith Good, chaplain at
Goshen College, and Melissa Miller,
counselor at Shalom Counseling Services, Waterloo, will lead the overnight
event.
For further information or a registration form, call Kathy Shantz at the MCC
Ontario office, (519) 745-8458.

Angela (Harris) Ferguson, Cedar Grove congregation, Pa.
Fisher: Jennifer Lynn, Jan. 5; Randy and
Lorie (Shumaker) Fisher, Hollowell congregation, Pa.
Fisher: Nathanael Hilton, Dec. 26; Brad and
Zoe (Hilton) Fisher, Covenant Christian Community congregation, Ont.
Gemberling: Liana Joseline, Jan. 10; Laird
and Linda (Heise) Gemberling, Grantham congregation, Pa.
Joycey: Alana Carol Fiona, Jan. 14; Roger
and Fiona (Apperson) Joycey, Westheights congregation, Ont.
Kawate: Isaac, Dec. 29; Toru and Dora
(Myers) Kawate, Dillsburg congregation, Pa.
McCleaf: Miranda Marie, Jan. 12; Sam
McCleaf and Jodi Clendening, South Mountain
Chapel congregation, Pa.
Mummert: Micah Paul, Jan. 3; Allan and
Karen (Ketner) Mummert, Air Hill congregation, Pa.
Mumper: Sarah Anne, Jan. 15; Jay and Kim
Mumper, Skyline View congregation, Pa.
Negley: Micah Andrew, Nov. 3; Wendell
and Lois (Bert) Negley, South Mountain Chapel
congregation, Pa.
Niesley: Luke Alexander Nash, Jan. 9; Ron
and DeLaine (Nash) Niesley, Fairview congregation, Ohio.
Owens: Katelyn Noelle, Dec. 20; Preston
and Christina (Albright) Owens, New Guilford
congregation, Pa.
Plasterer: Colby James, Jan. 21; Steven and
Holly (Peters) Plasterer, Air Hill congregation,
Pa.
Raush: Elizabeth Corinne, Jan. 19; Alan and
Martha (Herr) Raush, Manor congregation, Pa.
Streeval: Hannah Joy, Jan. 19; Edward and
Joy (Miller) Streeval, Bloomington Chapel congregation, Ky.
Stuart: Devan Rebecca, Dec. 21; Bruce and
Jennie (Belzer) Stuart, Montoursville congregation, Pa.
Thomas: Dylan Marshall, Dec. 23; John and
Sandra (Frey) Thomas, Manor congregation, Pa.
Ulery: Erin Noelle, Jan. 9; Kirk and Brenda
(Brubaker) Ulery, Hershey congregation, Pa.
Wahl: Eric Michael, Jan. 23; Greg and Pam
(Greider) Wahl, Elizabethtown congregation, Pa.

Weddings
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Egolf - Frey: Sandy, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Christian Frey, Chambersburg, Pa., and
Brian, son of Mr. and Mrs. Amos Egolf, Waynesboro, Pa., Jan. 9, at Chambersburg Mennonite
Church with Rev. Wilbur Besecker officiating.
Fountain - Wampler: Angela, daughter of
Elwood and Nora Wampler, Jonestown, Pa., and
Larry Fountain, Orlando, Fla., Dec. 12, at Leu
Botanical Gardens (Fla.).
Heise - Fretz: Miriam Fretz, Aha Loma,
Calif., and Clarence Heise, San Diego, Calif.,
Jan. 5, at Upland Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. Walter Winger and Rev. Don Graff officiating.
Jacobs - Myers: Susan Rosalie, daughter of
Barbara Hoffman and Elwood Myers, and
Stephen Lawton, son of Stephen and Noma
Jacobs, Fairfield, Pa., May 16, at Grantham
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Robert
Hamway officiating.
Lebo - Lemons: Greta, daughter of Dannel
and Alana Lemons, Iowa, and Layne, son of Earl
and Marlene Lebo, Mechanicsburg, Pa., Dec.
18, at Estes Chapel (Ky.) with Rev. Kenneth R.
Hepner and Rev. David E. Barnett officiating.
McCarthy - Paul: Tamara Janine, daughter
of Dorothy and Frank Paul, Souderton, Pa., and
Alphonsus Eustace McCarthy III, son of Marsha
Purtle and Alphonsus McCarthy, Jr., North Eastham, Mass., Oct. 3, at Souderton Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Frederick Geib officiating.
Popson - Tkach: Diane Tkach, Kent, Ohio,
and Frank Popson, Ravenna, Ohio, Nov. 21, at
First United Methodist Church (Va.) with Rev.
Kidd officiating.
Reed - Barley: Rebecca Lynn, daughter of
Henry and Marsha Barley, Lancaster, Pa., and
Eric John, son of Richard Reed, Cuyahoga Falls,
Ohio, and Lois Reed, Munroe Falls, Ohio, Jan. 9,
at Manor Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Robert W. Hempy officiating.
Rohrbaugh - Sullivan: Ann Dolores, daughter of Patrick and Margaret Sullivan, San Jose,
Calif., and Eugene Grant II, son of Eugene and
Catherine Rohrbaugh, East Petersburg, Pa., Dec.
19, at Rinconada Hill Christian Church (Calif.)
with Rev. Tim Anderson officiating.

Obituaries
Halbleib: Betty Jane Halbleib, born Aug.
16, 1925, daughter of Clyde and Elsie (Raber)
Libhart, died Dec. 28. Surviving are her husband, George T. Halbleib; 3 sons, George T.,
Steven H., and Larry E.; 3 daughters, Betty M.
Briel, Linda D. Edye, and Wanda J. Inch; 16
grandchildren; 6 great-grandchildren; 3 brothers, James, Raymond, and Robert; and a sister,
Susan Romaine Boden. She and her husband had
been married 49 years. She lived most of her
life in Conoy Township, Pa., until she moved to
Elizabethtown 10 years ago. She was a member
of the Conoy congregation where the funeral
was held with Rev. Marlin K. Ressler and Rev.
Kenneth L. Engle officiating. Interment was in
Goods Mennonite Cemetery.
Hennigh: Paul E. Hennigh, born Dec. 16,
1940, son of Mabel and the late Frank Hennigh,
died Nov. 4. Surviving are his wife, Florence; a
stepdaughter, Alison Mosblech; three stepsons,
Billy, Michael, and Brian Mosblech; five sisters, Pauline, Esther, Rachel, Lois, and Orpha;
and a brother, Edgar. Paul was a route sales representative for Coca-Cola and worked in the
Orlando, Fla., area for 18 years. The funeral was
held at the Bethany United Methodist Church
near Center Hall with Rev. Ray Bert officiating.
Interment was in Zion Hill Cemetery.
Hoffman: Miles E. Hoffman, born Oct. 3,
1909, in Cedar Run, Pa., died Dec. 5. Surviving
is his wife, Catherine. Miles was a member of the
Palmyra, Pa., congregation. The funeral was held
at Rothermel Funeral Home with Rev. Robert
Lehman and Rev. Marlin E. Zook officiating.
Interment was in Gravel Hill Cemetery.
Kniesly: Mary Alice Kniesly, born Aug. 15,
1903, daughter of Elmer and Lydia Hoover, died
Sept. 5. Her husband, Harold L. Kniesly, preceded her in death. Surviving are a son, Carl; 2
daughters, Pauline Herr and Mildred Brubaker;
18 grandchildren; 12 great-grandchildren; 4
brothers, Clarence, Samuel, Jesse, and David;
and 2 sisters, Martha Hoover and Rachel Book.
She was a member of the Highland congregation,
Ohio, where she served many years as a deacon's wife. The funeral was held at the church
with Rev. Verle Brubaker and Rev. Byron Maynard officiating. Interment was in the church
cemetery.
Kreider: Noah E. Kreider, born July 28,
1903, son of Jonas and Ida (Zinn) Kreider, died
Jan. 22. Surviving are a daughter, Carol; a foster
son, Edward W. Hackman; seven grandchildren;
and four great-grandchildren. Noah was a retired
farmer, and retired in 1968 after 25 years of service at Hershey Chocolate Co. He was a member
of the Hershey Foods Retirees Group, the
Palmyra Senior Citizens, and the Palmyra, Pa.,
congregation. The funeral was held at the church
with Rev. Marlin E. Zook officiating. Interment
was in Fairland Cemetery.
Lehman: Annie Cecelia Lehman, born Oct.
19, 1906, daughter of Walter and Annie
(Bernard) Smith, died Dec. 11. Preceding her in
death were her husband, Israel; an infant daughter, Lois; 5 brothers, James, Walter, Matthew,
Bernard, and Joseph; and 4 sisters, Mary, Emily,
Alice, and Margaret. Surviving are 4 sons,
Clyde, Walter, Glen, and Wesley; 2 daughters,
Margaret Landis and Mae Negley; 20 grandchildren; 36 great-grandchildren; and a sister, Madeline Powell. Converted at age 9, Annie was the
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oldest member of the Silverdale congregation,
Pa. She taught Sunday school many years and
was active in the sewing circle. The funeral was
at the church with Rev. Frederick Geib officiating. Interment was in the church cemetery.
Neumann: Charles John Neumann, born
June 18, 1907, in Philadelphia, Pa., died Dec. 30.
Surviving are his wife, Millie E.; a son, Harold
C; a daughter, Doris E. Trost; seven grandchildren; and eight great-grandchildren. He was a
member of the Perkiomen Valley church, Pa.,
where the funeral was held with Rev. Fred Geib
and Rev. Daniel Zagorski officiating. Interment
was in the church cemetery.
Nigh: Paul Arnold Nigh, born Dec. 6, 1910,
son of John and Delia (Winger) Nigh, died Dec.
30. Preceding him in death was a son, Walter.
Surviving are his wife, Lucie (Cronk); 6 sons,
Arnold, David, Howard, Wray, Melvin, and
Robert; a daughter, Norma Sherk; 16 grandchildren; 7 great-grandchildren; and a brother, Roy.
He was a member of the Springvale congregation, Ont., where the funeral was held with Rev.
Charlie Byer, Rev. Gerald Tyrrell, and Rev. Ross
Nigh officiating. Interment was in Springvale
Cemetery.
Tribute
Rev. Paul Arnold Nigh, our brother, friend,
and colleague in ministry, served the Lord and
the church well. Paul and his wife Lucie were
involved in pastoral ministry from Jan. 19, 1941,
when Paul was elected to be the Springvale
Brethren in Christ pastor by ballot vote until
Aug. 31,1975. Paul preached on alternating Sundays with his father beginning on Jan. 26, 1941,
when he preached from Ephesians 6 on "The
Armour of God." On July 1, 1957, Paul began
his role as pastor of the Cheapside Brethren in
Christ Church and continued to his retirement
from pastoral ministry. Bro. Nigh was known as
a proponent of youth in ministry. He ably shared
his ministry gifts with Jim Cober, Mervin Potteiger, Charles Byer, and Rudy Jansen as they
served as assistant pastors with him. (I conducted my first revival service at Springvale church
at the invitation of Bro. Nigh.) Bro. Nigh was
known throughout the denomination as a man
who loved people, had a good sense of humor,
was an able writer and a profound thinker. He
touched a multitude of people. His life exemplified faithfulness to the Lord and his Church. He
was unselfish in giving of himself to bless the
lives of others.
Bishop R. Dale Shaw
Canadian Conference
Shaffer: John S. Shaffer, born May 27, 1917,
son of Ralph and Emma (Kinzey) Shaffer, died
Jan. 15. Surviving are his wife, Ada, and a son,
James. John attended the Springhope congregation, Pa. He was a veteran of World War II, a
lumberman, and farmer. The funeral was at the
Edward Blackburn Funeral Home with Rev.
Kenneth Mackie officiating. Interment was in
Anderson Cemetery.
Shaffer: Lucinda D. Shaffer, daughter of
John and Lillian Shaffer, died Jan. 15. Surviving
are a son, Marcus; two brothers, Robert K. and
Douglas Shaffer; and two sisters, Carol J. Jones
and Mae Cooper. She attended the Springhope
church, Pa. The funeral was held at KuckoAnthony-Kertesz Funeral Home with Rev. Bob
Denton officiating. Interment was in Hillside
Memorial Park.
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Christian Holiness Association
to seek new executive director
The Christian Holiness Association,
headquartered in Wilmore, Ky., announces that executive director Dr. Burnis H. Bushong will retire after a suitable
replacement is found. The Executive
Committee will appoint a search committee tofinda successor and determine the
time of transition. Candidate inquiries
may be sent to the CHA president, Dr. O.
D. Emery, Box 988, High Point, NC
27261.
Bushong has served as the executive
director since June 1988. He was a mis-

sionary and administrator with World
Gospel Mission for 40 years. In July he
retired as a vice president of WGM.
CHA is composed of 16 denominations of Wesleyan theology and 50 educational institutions of higher learning.
The total North American constituency
exceeds two million with eleven million
worldwide. "Aflame," televised three
times a week, is viewed on the VISN/
ACTS cable network. The annual CHA
convention will be at Lansing, Mich.,
April 20-22.

CHRISTIAN HOLINESS ASSOCIATION
125th Annual Convention
April 20-22, 1993
HOLIDAY INN SOUTH
6820 S. Cedar Street
Lansing, Mich 48911
(800) 333-8123
Special
Speakers
Dr. James Earl Massey
Dr. Eldon Fuhrman
Dr. O.D. Emery
Dr. Merne Harris
Dr. Stan Toler
Mrs. J.B. Crouse
Dr. Darius Salter
Rev. Gary Henecke

Special 125th Anniversary Service—April 22
For More Information Contact:
CHRISTIAN HOLINESS ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 100
Wilmore, KY 40390
(606) 858-4091 - FAX: (606) 858-4096
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MESSIAH
COLLEGE
NEWS
Brethren in Christ students
experience different cultures
Every January during J-Term classes,
Messiah College students, regardless of
major, are invited to examine different
cultures to fulfill certain requirements of
their B.A. or B.S. degrees. Each trip is
designed to explore specific parts of a
country's culture, including art, music,
history, and language. This year, 117 students went to either the United Kingdom,
Guadeloupe, Mexico, Greece, Israel, the
Bahamas, or Belize.
Dr. Richard Stevick, Associate Professor of Psychology and a member of
the Grantham Brethren in Christ Church,
went with a group of nine students to
Belize. Commenting on the trip, Dr. Stevick said, "In terms of learning and
enjoying a different people and culture,
it's the best trip I've had. It was a real
challenge for us to live with Mayan families and handle the rigors of their culture. Being received into a culture so different from ours was instructive." Dr. Stevick reported that the students were able
to take several hundred pairs of shoes,
clothing and school supplies with them to
Central America to give to refugees and
needy people.
Following is a list of the seven Brethren in Christ students who went on the
trips.
Jeffrey S. Miller, senior, political sci-

ence, Grantham, Pa., to the United Kingdom.
Leron L. Lehman, senior, accounting,
Huntingdon, Pa., to Greece.
Philip K. Brubaker, junior, Christian
education, Arcanum, Ohio, to Israel.
Lisa A. DeRoos, senior, liberal arts,
Mechanicsburg, Pa., to Israel.
Scott D. Peifer, senior, Christian ministries, Willow Street, Pa., to Israel.
Tara L. Petry, junior, psychology,
York Springs, Pa., to the Bahamas.
Carla L. Heisey, junior, pre-veterinarian, Manheim, Pa., to Belize.

Students involved in
hurricane relief efforts
As relief efforts continue in the aftermath of Hurricane Andrew, 20 Messiah
College students spent January 3-9 helping hurricane victims in Florida rebuild
their lives. The group, members of Messiah's World Christian Fellowship, called
it a mission to restore hope. Among those
on the trip were two Brethren in Christ
students. Beth Shertzer, a senior accounting major from Columbia, Pa., and Deena
Wenger, a sophomore accounting major
from Mechanicsburg, Pa.
The Christmas Missions Project to
Homestead was done in conjunction with
Mennonite Disaster Service. According
to Jenn Mott, director of World Christian
Fellowship, the Messiah students were
directly involved in helping victims by
painting and doing roof construction
along with other practical jobs. They slept
in church halls and basements. The students themselves, World Christian Fellowship, and the Messiah College Student Association all contributed financially to the trip.

Seniors—apply now to Messiah
High school seniors planning to attend Messiah College this September
should apply now. Here are three things students need to do to apply:
1. Complete and submit the Messiah College application, a copy of
which is bound between pages 32 and 33 of the college catalog.
2. Have official transcripts of courses, grades, and standardized test
scores sent to the Messiah College Admissions office. Messiah will accept
either Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) or American College Testing (ACT)
scores.
3. Have two recommendations, including one from your pastor or youth
director, sent to the Messiah College Admissions Office. Recommendation
forms are included in the application booklet.
The Messiah College Admissions Office is open weekdays 8:00 a.m.5:00 p.m. Call or write for a catalog, application form, financial aid information, or campus visit information: Admissions Office, Messiah College,
Grantham, PA 17027, (717) 691-6000.
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Jaroslav Pelican, Sterling Professor of
History at Yale University and the author
of 29 books, including Jesus through the
Centuries, will be the 1993 Commencement Speaker at Messiah College.

Messiah College President D. Ray
Hostetter commented, "It says a great
deal for the students to give up being with
their family and friends for the holidays.
This group is just one of many expressions of student services to varied communities within the area, as well as outside the state and country. We commend
those participating on the initiative they
take."

Dean's List
Messiah College recently announced
its Dean's List for Fall 1992. The following Brethren in Christ students are
among those who received recognition
for their fine accomplishment.
Christopher I. Bert, senior, computer
science, Mechanicsburg, Pa.
Philip K. Brubaker, junior, Christian
education, Arcanum, Ohio
Sharon K. Cook, junior, English, Harrisburg, Pa.
Elizabeth J. DeBoe, senior, Spanish,
Dugspur, Va.
Rebecca L. Ebersole, freshman, undeclared, Akron, Pa.
Natalie R. Eckert, sophomore, biology, Elizabethtown, Pa.
Mark H. Erb, junior, accounting, Manheim, Pa.
Jeffrey C. Erikson, junior, English,
Dillsburg, Pa.
Cynthia F. Garis, senior, Christian
education, San Francisco, Calif.
Amy B. Garman, sophomore, undeclared, East Petersburg, Pa.
Carolyn R. Groff, senior, accounting,
Gordonville, Pa.
Jeffrey R. Hapeman, senior, biology,
Fleetwood, Pa.
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L. Frank Hartman, senior, engineering, Dillsburg, Pa.
Angela Faithe Heise, sophomore,
mathematics, Harrisburg, Pa.
Jonathan C. Hilsher, junior, political
science, Elizabethtown, Pa.
Erin A. Hoffman, sophomore, elementary education, Elizabethtown, Pa.
Brenda R. Horst, sophomore, mathematics, Manheim, Pa.
Nancy L. Huber, senior, English,
Annville, Pa.
Beth L. Jacobs, junior, early childhood
education, Fairfield, Pa.
Steven R. Jungkeit, freshman, undeclared, Middletown, Ohio

Jeffrey S. Miller, senior, political science, Grantham, Pa.
Jenette M. Peachey, freshman, social
work, Belleville, Pa.
Rena J. Peachey, junior, elementary
education, Belleville, Pa.
Krista E. Poe, sophomore, biology
pre-med, Lancaster, Pa.
Karen L. Pertusio Pomeroy, senior,
elementary education, Dillsburg, Pa.
Kevin S. Robinson, senior, mathematics, Holidaysburg, Pa.
Rhonda K. Shelly, freshman, elementary education, Mechanicsburg, Pa.
J. Alexander Sider, sophomore, religion and philosophy, Grantham, Pa.

Myron W. Stambaugh, senior, music
education, Winchester, Va.
Melanie B. Starr, freshman, mathematics, Manheim, Pa.
Eric L. Steffy, senior, engineering,
East Petersburg, Pa.
Julie M. Stone, junior, biology,
Williamsburg, Pa.
Chadwick L. Warfel, junior, international business, Leola, Pa.
Wendell S. Witter, sophomore, engineering, Waynesboro, Pa.
Virginia R. Zink, senior,, engineering,
Grantham, Pa.
Sylvia L. Zuck, freshman, physical
therapy, Calgary, Alberta, Canada

ty for testifying to God's miraculous
power and one's spiritual birth.
Why do some who "like" the Brethren
in Christ church reject membership if
they are required to be baptized as a
believer? It is not re-baptism, because
baptism follows faith, not precedes it. Are
they frightened? Are they ashamed to
declare their faith in Jesus' blood alone
for salvation? And if they become members regardless of only infant baptism,
will they truly be prepared to support and
teach believers' baptism to their children,
their grandchildren, their Sunday school
students, their youth group?
Finally, Dr. Ives is concerned that
while pastors abide by the Conference's
decision to retain believers' baptism as a
requirement for membership, we will lose
some effective, dynamic people from our
congregations. Is there no concern about
some effective, dynamic people we will
lose from our congregations because we
have made exceptions concerning believers' baptism? According to discussion at
General Conference, the majority of
members in the Brethren in Christ see
believers' baptism to be more than an
issue of Christian living.
Autobiographical note: I was baptized
as an infant in the Lutheran Church. I
attended catechetical classes at age 12
where we memorized Luther's response
to various theological questions, and
where we were told that if anyone asked
us if we were saved that we were to say
yes, because we had been baptized as
infants. I was confirmed as a Christian at
age 13 based on my completion of class-

es, and became a member of the church,
but I had never personally accepted
Christ as my Savior. Any morality and
acts of discipleship were purely attempts
to be a "good" person, and I had absolutely no assurance of eternal life. At age
22 I began to attend a gospel preaching
church, came under the Holy Spirit's conviction, and accepted Christ after walking
forward to the altar rail. I was baptized by
immersion at age 23; I considered it to be
baptism—my parents considered it to be
re-baptism and were hurt by my action.
Baptism was a somewhat frightening
experience since I had never even seen a
baptism by immersion, and I could barely remember the verse which was important in my spiritual birth, but it was a joyous experience that I regard as my
"Ebenezer." My husband and I have been
members of the Brethren in Christ since
1975.

fyalogite
Regarding baptism
I am writing my first letter to the
Evangelical Visitor in response to Dr.
Ives's letter in the January 1993 issue.
For me Dr. Ives introduced the key issue
when he reminded us that according to
the Bible, those who believed in Christ
were then baptized; baptism followed
faith, or faith in Jesus Christ as Savior
was a prerequisite for baptism.
That is exactly the issue that I felt was
not addressed at General Conference or in
Dr. Ives's letter. Infant baptism is established on the belief that baptism of an
infant is initiated by the parents, not the
individual being baptized, and that those
believing parents are accepting the gift
of salvation for their child. The infant is
then "a Christian" because of the parents'
faith. The acts of discipleship and obedience during the following years may possibly be the outer evidence of a Christian
life, however, all too often, they become
a means of righteousness by works and
are not based on a personal relationship
with Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.
Now, somewhere along the way an
individual baptized as an infant may
accept Christ as Savior for themselves
and truly be a Christian, but what does
that infant baptism then signify? When
does the believer ever have the opportunity to publicly testify before a community of believers to his/her salvation
through Christ and identify with his death
and resurrection? In addition, believers'
baptism is not an onerous ritual to be
endured but is a privilege and opportuniMarch 1993

Mrs. Josephine S. Esbin
Willow Street, Pa.
I would like to respond to Robert
Ives's "Dialogue" article, "What I Wish
I'd Said at General Conference" in the
January 1993 issue of the Evangelical
Visitor. Pastor Ives and I agree on a commitment to believer's baptism. Where we
differ is whether or not exceptions to
believer's baptism should be made to
grant church membership to persons who
are satisfied with their infant baptism. I
would like to take issue with each of the
points Pastor Ives made in support of his
position.
First, he says that time defeated the
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enterprise at General Conference. While
some may have wished to have more time
for debate, that their argument would
have mustered support to change enough
persons' minds is pure conjecture. It is
clear that most of the persons at Conference did not favor the exemptions to
believer's baptism. Time did not defeat
the enterprise; it was defeated by the vote.
Second, Pastor Ives says that at least
33 churches have received members who
were not baptized by believer's baptism.
That is a curious argument on two counts.
It assumes that 33 churches should be
permitted to change policy for the
denomination. We have never operated
that way. Moveover, it argues that precedent should determine policy rather than
biblical warrant, which Pastor Ives agrees
is on the side of believer's baptism.
Third, the argument is made that
because exemptions are routine for the
woman's head covering and the peace
position, similar exemptions should be
made for infant baptism. Yet, neither the
woman's head covering nor the peace
position are requirements for membership. A more relevant example would be

to grant persons church membership who
for reasons of conscience do not believe
that they need to confess their sins and
witness to a personal experience of salvation. Moreover, the women's prayer
covering and the peace position are areas
where teaching may alter a person's
understanding and behavior. Baptism is
only experienced at the point of entry into
the community. There is no room for
teaching and subsequent change in practice. For example, a person who is not a
nonresistant may become through teaching committed to the position. A person
who is not committed to believer's baptism is not likely through teaching to
come to a point of accepting the position
and being rebaptized if s/he has already
been accepted into the community. Baptism is an issue that relates by its very
nature to the time of entry into the church.
Therefore, it is properly viewed as a
requirement for membership.
Fourth, Pastor Ives says that for many
it is an issue of conscience not to be rebaptized as a believer. It is a strange argument to state that an issue of conscience
for one or more individuals wishing

membership should require a denomination to change what has been an issue of
conscience for hundreds for several centuries. Persons have stood firm and suffered for a commitment to believer's baptism, which Pastor Ives concedes does
have the support of Scripture. Such a heritage should not be discarded easily.
Moreover, it is argued that persons who
want to be part of the Brethren in Christ
are lost to us because they cannot through
conscience submit to believer's baptism.
In truth, we do not lose them; they were
never part of the Brethren in Christ.
So, the General Conference has spoken on an issue that is central to who we
are as Anabaptists. That word should be
taken seriously. One pastor who had
received persons who were not baptized
as believers said that he would change
his practice as a result of the word of the
General Conference. That conformity of
our personal wills to the will of the body
is the way we have operated as Brethren
in Christ through the centuries.
John R. Yeatts
Grantham, Pa.

eaders"J^espoHd
It was with keen disappointment that I
read in the last Visitor that Harriet Bicksler will no longer be writing "Phoebe's
Journal." It has been my favorite Visitor
feature and is usually the first thing I

Contributions invited for Dialogue and Readers Respond

Persons contributing to Readers
Respond (letters to the editor) are
encouraged to be concise. Letters
may be shortened. All letters must
be signed. Occasionally we may
decide to withhold names due to special circumstances.
Longer contributions are welcomed for Dialogue, a forum for
readers to express their opinions on a
broad range of topics relevant to the
mission of the church and to living
the Christian life.
Each article or letter represents
the view of the writer, and does not
necessarily reflect the official position or policy of the Brethren in
Christ Church or this periodical.
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read. However, eight years is a long time
and it's understandable that Harriet may
wish to pursue other writing challenges.
The ten brief lines of explanation in
"Some things new" seem to me to be
inadequate thanks for the significant contribution Harriet has made to the life of
the church in the past eight years.
She had the ability to present a wide
variety of subjects and invite us as readers to do some thinking on our own, all in
the context of journal writing. She made
herself vulnerable to her readers.
Anonymity perhaps permitted her to
write more freely than she otherwise
could have but many people knew her
identity. I was pleased a number of years
ago when one of my nieces asked me if I
was Phoebe.
A random, highly unscientific sampling of old Visitors I had here at home
proved interesting. In 1985 Phoebe wrote
about being vulnerable. That article was
used at Zion for a discussion one Sunday evening, along with some other Visitor articles. (Many people can attest to
discussing her articles in a formal or
informal setting.) In 1986 she wrote a

"Letter to My Daughter" that every mother of a teenager could relate to. In July of
1987 she took the heat for having written
about "feminism and pacifism" in a previous article. Her response was kind,
thoughtful, and honest.
In 1988 she wrote about communicating our values to our children and how
difficult that sometimes can be. In October of 1989 she was courageous enough
to write about abortion. In 1990 she anticipated what she would do if asked to
serve on a jury that was trying a murder
case. In 1991 she gave words of encouragement for people who had experienced
being disappointed by the church. And
in 1992 she gave some thoughts on
women being ordained to the ministry.
On behalf of many women, and men,
I would like to use this means to thank
Harriet Bicksler for her fine journal writing the past eight years. We look forward
to her continued high quality writing (as
evidenced by her new book Perspectives
on Social Issues), but I will miss
Phoebe's Journal!
Bonnie Frey
Abilene, Kan.
Evangelical Visitor
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Dear Paul,
I hope you don't get tired of my writing for advice. Your counsel is always
straightforward and helpful.
Recently a sticky situation has developed between my next-door neighbor and
me. Before my conversion I would have
acted quickly to assert and protect my
"rights." But now I think of our Savior's
commands to "turn the other cheek" and
to "love your neighbor as yourself."
Frankly, I'm not sure what to do.
Mr. Quinius and his family moved
into the house on the property adjoining
mine about six months ago. One Sunday
a month later he asked whether he could
use the lawn shared by our properties for
a yard sale. Wanting to be "neighborly,"
I agreed, assuming this was a one-time
venture.
As you know, our city sees many traveling merchants pass through daily on
their east-west trade route. They gave Mr.
Quinius excellent sales on his first business day. Encouraged by this, he began
setting up his stands on our properties
once a week. He invited some of his
friends to furnish stands too. Now on
these "market days" the ground in front
of and beside my house buzzes with people from dawn, with trampled grass and
litter left at sundown.
Annoyed by the noise, dirt, and regular use of my property, I asked Mr.
Quinius to stop using my lawn for his
business. He said he'd try, and for a week
or two the sale tables and racks sat only
on his property. But gradually they spread
back over onto my yard—and with them
the customers and trash. I approached
him again several weeks later with the
same results.
There's little permanent damage being
done, except for my ever-browning grass.
But his seeming lack of respect for another's property baffles me. Increasingly
frustrated, I am considering my options.
I've considered contacting the city officials because I'm almost certain Mr.
Quinius technically cannot run a business
in our residential district. They might
close down his market, but is that a positive witness on my part to both the government and to my neighbor? I could
simply build a wall on the property line.
This would "fix" the problem, but would
no doubt infuriate Mr. Quinius. Then
what kind of witness can a "wall builder"
give?
March 1993

Mr. Quinius and our surrounding neighbors know I am a follower of the Lord
Jesus; I know he and they are not. Compromising the message of our Savior's
love by my actions or reactions is the last
thing I want to do. So does demonstrating
love mean just accepting or ignoring this
situation?
You reminded the believers in Rome,
"as far as it depends on you, live at peace
with everyone" and went on to say that
"love does no harm to its neighbor." I
consented for him to use my lawn with
this motivation in the first place; now I
feel I'm being wronged. Don't I have the
right to protect my property and possi-

bly even stop an illegal activity? But even
if I have that "right" as a citizen of Colosse, is that the best course of action for a
believer?
I know we believers are faced daily
with opportunities to follow our "old
nature" or to listen to the Spirit. I am sure
my attitude regarding my neighbor is far
from pure; I have prayed regularly for his
salvation, but I'm also tempted to pray for
a definite slump in his sales! While I wait
for your reply I'll keep on praying—and
maybe I'll even find a bargain at next
week's yard sale.
Your son in the faith,
Onesimus

FREEDOM "Freedom is often understood to be a gift from God to a blessed
nation and its citizenry. Is obedience to God limited to the freedoms a government allows?" Defining freedom as an absence of restraint in choice or
action, total freedom means no restraint, which in turn means anarchy.
Our nation uses the argument of "national interests" to rationalize its actions,
with "preserving freedom" as the ultimate good. What kind of priority
should Christian citizens give such thinking?
MORALITY "Society is torn over issues like abortion and homosexuality.
Should morality be legislated?" With morality being understood as conformity to ideas of right human conduct, who or what determines what those
ideas are? What about pluralism?
RlGHTS "The founding fathers said the rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness were 'self evident.' What does Christian discipleship imply
about individual rights?" Here we are interested in how Christians should
respond to the politicizing of human and civil rights issues, and again, the
priority such things should have in an explicit Christian context.

Two Worlds in Conflict: Three Perspectives
on a Christian Response to Society
A Two-Day Conference - March 19-20, 1993
Elizabethtown Brethren i n Christ Church
9 9 6 East High Street
Elizabethto wn, PA 1 7 0 2 2
Speakers: Dean Curry (Messiah College), John Stoner (New Call to
Peacemaking), Vernard Eller (University ofLaVerne)
Friday, 7:00 p.m.- -Eller on Rights, with Stoner and Curry responses
Saturday, 9:00 a.m.- -Curry on Freedom, with Eller and Stoner responses
Saturday, 11:00 a.m. —Stoner on Morality, with Curry and Eller responses
For more information,

call the church at (717)

367-2651
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Understanding
His-story
by Glenn A. Ginder

If you are playing a word association
game and you hear the word "history"
it is most likely that you will think of
school. There were classes and large
text books containing many dates and
events from the past—all of which had
to be remembered for an exam. Some
persons are more fortunate. Their first
thought at the mention of history is of
stories: wonderful, colorful stories from
the past; stories of places and people
that seemed to come alive. (Bless those
teachers who told the stories that made
history come alive!)
History has also been described as
"His-story." While some would discount that description as too simple or
unsophisticated, it really falls into the
same category as some other familiar
theological declarations that are at once
simple and profound—like "Emmanuel" (is there anywhere a more
powerful proclamation of truth than
this: "God with us!") or "Jesus loves
me, this I know, for the Bible tells me
so" (a simple children's song proclaiming a truth that can change the world!).
When history, whether cultural,
community, family or church, is perceived as His-story, amazing things
happen. Instead of simply a recounting
of past events with the drawing out of
appropriate insights, history as Hisstory provides an overall view of life—
yesterday, today, and tomorrow all held
in one Hand. It is indeed a story, or better yet a series of stories, about people,
places, events, hopes, disappointments,
grace, groping, grappling. . . . And
when it is all seen as His-story there is
a striking interconnectedness. The distinction between past, present, and
future fades. The present takes center
stage. His-story is not merely a rehearsal of the past but a recognition that
the present is enriched by both past and
30

future. The reality of God being present with us now, today, lived in total
response to our Lord, is the heart, the
engine of His-story. All of the past (and
the future, too) is unconditionally encompassed in redeeming grace and
only comes into the present as a wellprepared "seasoning" to enrich Hisstory.
My first pastoral opportunity following college graduation was with the
Chambersburg (Pa.) church. Those
seven years of pastoral experience were
so rich with personal growth and pastoral joy that it is hard to realize it was
a third of a century ago. Yet, a recent
request that I would submit an "artifact" from my Chambersburg days for a
historical collection being prepared by
a member of the congregation reminded me that I am part of history. However, the Chambersburg experience has
value not as an event from the past, but
in the way those who served together
are even now experiencing redeemed
bits and pieces from that past which
flavor our present.
So it is with our life together as
believers who share a common Brethren in Christ identity. It is not unusual
to view our life together in the past
(whether the 200-plus years of denominational history, or a selected period, or
a single event like a memorable General Conference) as though it were still
with us. In this mode there is the tendency to analyze, criticize, dissect, or
reconstruct. And, while we can make
observations and learn lessons that
prove to be helpful, we also run the risk
of making so much of the past—either
its glories or its goofs—that it becomes
a mainstay on the menu instead of the
"condiment" it should be, enriching
His-story. This is not to discount the
writing of histories or the celebrating of
anniversaries with their reflections on
the past. It is rather a call for a world
view that focuses on the present where
God is now at work.
Note also that history (in the common format) almost ignores the future.
However, when seeking to understand
His-story, ignoring the future is not an
option. The fact that His-story is cen-

tered in the present and lifts up what
God is now doing in his world and
among his people, sets the stage for
greater clarity about the future. Normally the future is fraught with uncertainty and the fear of the unknown. But
those who live out His-story may rest
from fear. That is because the focus of
His-story is on the present and what
God is doing now. The future (fraught
with fears and uncertainties) cannot
reach us because of His-story. God,
who is in charge of our present, graciously extends that authority all the
way to eternity. By his grace he puts
us in touch with just that part of the
future that enhances the present. We are
taught to hope but kept from fear.
In our life together we sometimes
express uncertainties and fears of the
future: Will the Brethren in Christ deviate from revealed truth? Will we
change in ways that are uncomfortable?
Will we devalue our heritage? Will we
meet the challenge of the 21st century?
Understanding His-story sets us free
from those burdens. This is true because we are, after all, dealing with
His-story—and that story is one, not
three. Past, present, and future are not
separate entities. They are God at work
as the Eternal Present. The power of
his grace as we experience it now is
such that it extends redemptively to the
past so as to flavor the present with
praise. It also extends to the future to
flavor the present with hope. We are
further freed from the burden of fear
about the future knowing that The Story
is HIS! With confidence we may
affirm, "Thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not! As thou hast
been thou forever wilt be!"

Glenn Ginder is
bishop for the Central and Midwest
Regional
Conferences of the Brethren
in Christ Church.

Q
Evangelical Visitor

m

dltortol
Legal versus biblical justice

A U.S. Supreme Court decision in January underscored the sharp contrast between legal and biblical justice.
The test of legal justice is whether right rules have
been followed; the test of biblical justice is whether
right relationships result.
In Herrara v. Collins, the Supreme Court ruled that
a person may be executed, even if evidence of innocence
surfaces, so long as proper trial and appeal procedures
were followed.
The Herrara decision greatly increases the probability that innocent men and women will die.
In the specific case, the Supreme Court ruled that
Lionel Herrara may be legally executed despite new
evidence of his innocence, because that evidence was
not presented in the 30-day time period specified by
Texas law.
The Supreme Court decision, saying courts are not
the proper arena for introducing new evidence, passed
the buck to the political arena. Governors' clemency
processes should serve as the last-ditch safeguard, the
Supreme Court says.
Unfortunately, in the past two decades governors
have become increasingly unwilling to take political
risks by granting clemency. Commutations of death or
even of life sentences are rare events in most states. For
example, only two death-row prisoners were granted
clemency in 1992.
The Herrara decision continues the Supreme Court's
recent pattern of shutting off avenues of legal appeal in
death-penalty cases.
In our legal system, evidence of guilt or innocence
is central in the initial trial. This emphasis disappears
during an appeal. Judicial appeal revolves around ques-
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tions of whether proper procedures and rules have been
followed, rather than questions of guilt or innocence.
This focus on procedures contrasts sharply with biblical justice. Jesus teaches that a tree is judged by its fruit
(Matt. 3:10,12:33). Like the tree, God's justice is judged
by its fruits, its outcome, and that outcome focuses on
promoting shalom, a sense of "all-rightness."
Does the outcome work to make things right, especially for the poor, the least powerful?
Biblical justice is concerned with solving the issues
that cause, and are caused by, wrongdoing, not with the
rules and procedures of the judicial process. Shalom—
all-rightness—is the ultimate goal.
England ended capital punishment in outrage after
evidence emerged that an innocent man had been executed. In a recent book titled In Spite of Innocence,
researchers Michael Radelet, Hugo Bedau, and Constance Putnam show substantial likelihood that innocent people have been executed in the United States
during this century, and even in recent decades.
In the biting words of dissenting U.S. Supreme
Court Justice Harry A. Blackman, "The execution of a
person who can show he is innocent comes perilously
close to simple murder."
In the fearful and punitive atmosphere of late-20thcentury United States, does anyone care?
Howard Zehr

Howard Zehr is the director of the Mennonite Central Committee U.S. Office on Crime and Justice. He is author of Changing Lenses: A New Focus for Crime and Justice, published in 1990 by Herald
Press
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"Hello, George's Service?
Could you schedule our Cavalier
for next week? It needs a tune-up, lube
and oil change, and please check the brakes."
There is nothing seriously wrong with the car, which has been
running well for over 80,000 miles. But it requires regular maintenance
in order to stay in good working condition. Minor nicks need touchup paint before the metal begins to rust. Tires must be properly inflated and rotated periodically. It needs the tender loving care of a
spring tune-up.
What about your spiritual life—could it use a spring tune-up? Is
rust starting to appear where paint was chipped in a "fenderbender" conflict which hasn't been resolved? Do your personal spiritual disciplines—prayer, Bible study, stewardship, and fellowship—need to be tuned
up to the manufacturer's specifications? Is your love for God and the Church
clean and bright, or is it covered with an accumulation of road salt and winter grime?

spring
tune-up
£103

David was scheduling a spring tune-up when he prayed,
Search me, O God, and know my heart;
test me and know my anxious thoughts.
See if there is any offensive way in me,
and lead me in the way everlasting.
—Psalm 139:23-24
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